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40 years ago Heads of State and Government gathered here in Helsinki to decide whether we 
could find more security in Europe, or would we still have to live in a world of continued 
tension and insecurity. 

As a result of those discussions, an agreement was reached. The Helsinki Declaration was 
signed in an attempt to improve relations between the West and the Communist bloc. Although 
not legally binding, as it did not have a treaty status, the Helsinki Accords helped to build a 
bridge between opponents. 

And while many deemed the accord to be flawed, as it seemed to consolidate the situation as it 

was, real political and moral commitments were made. Those commitments aimed at lessening 
tensions and opening further the lines of communications between peoples of East and West. 

On that day, 30-years of mistrust and tensions were seen as enough. The process that started 
then helped to find common ground that eventually led to the end of Cold War. Peaceful change 

-once thought to be impossible in Europe -was made possible. In a sense, that meeting started

a process of peaceful transition to a relatively long period of security and prosperity in our
continent.

* * *

Today, the OSCE is back in the Finlandia Hall. And while todays distrust has not yet continued 
30 years, not even three, tension has risen to an unwelcome level between the West and Russia. 

This situation has also, unfortunately, affected this meeting here and today. Maintaining the 

lines of communication and dialogue open is very important. Therefore it would be necessary 
for the EU to clarify the position of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly in its sanctions 

legislation. 

The question I find myself pondering is can we afford to spend next decade or even more 
wrapped in a cold battle, matching each time the opponent's efforts to gain the upper hand in a 
spiraling conflict. Can we gain something if either party suffers, if lives are lost or if our 
economies already troubled in many countries have to face years of sanctions and 

countersanctions? 

The answer to those questions is that we can't. Neither Europe nor Russia -not to even 
mention the people of Ukraine -will gain from this situation and this troubled relation. We 

need to stop the situation from worsening. The most urgent task is to end violence in Ukraine. 

As postulated in the Helsinki Accords, both Moscow and the capitals in the west agreed to 

refrain from the use of force, respect the sovereignty of countries and inviolability of borders. 

These points are as valid as they were 40 years ago. Or they are even more valid now, when 
these principles have been violated. They must be the basis for our actions today and tomorrow. 




