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Resolutions debated, officers elected to Second Committee

The First Committee continued to debate amendments to
Rapporteur Vilija Aleknaite Abramikiene’s draft resolution
Saturday morning. Five amendments were discussed, two
of which were adopted. The resolution passed with one vote
against and one abstention.

The supplementary item “Helsinki +40” was adopted
with one dissenting vote, while the “Impact of Small States
in the OSCE” was agreed to unanimously. The resolution
on Moldova also received overwhelming support, with just
one abstention. The resolution “OSCE and the Emerging
Democracies in the Arab World” provided for a lively debate
and was adopted with no opposition.

In the Second Committee, Members debated the resolution
offered by Rapporteur Tony Lloyd (United Kingdom).
Fourteen amendments were agreed to and the resolution
passed unanimously. The committee also amended and
adopted four supplementary items: “Sharing Expertise in
Reclaiming Water Resources in Order to Strengthen Global
Food Security”, “Promotion and Use of New and Renewable
Sources of Energy”, “Assistance for Children in the Aftermath
of Crisis Situations”, and “Freedom of Movement in the
OSCE Region.”

By acclamation, members of the Second Committee
re-elected Serhiy Shevchuk (Ukraine) as Chair. Roza
Aknazarova (Kyrgyzstan) was elected Vice-Chair and Christos
Stylianides (Cyprus) Rapporteur, also by acclamation.

The meeting of the
Third Committee began
with consideration of
the supplementary item

on Belarus. Fourteen
amendments were
considered, with all

but one agreed to. The
resolution was adopted
as amended.

Rapporteur Coskun Coruz presented his report, “The OSCE:
A Region of Change,” and also reported on his trip last week
to Ukraine, where he visited former Ukrainian prime minister
Yulia Tymoshenko in a Kharkiv hospital.

In its afternoon session, the Third Committee took up the
rapporteur’s draft resolution. The committee approved 13
amendments to the resolution, with another 13 rejected. The
remaining 12 amendments will be considered Sunday.

The First Committee’s afternoon session dealt with two
supplementary items, on Iran’s nuclear programme and
a proposal to enlarge the partnership with non-member
Mediterranean States to include the Palestinian National
Authority. Both resolutions provided for a lively debate. The
resolution on Iran was adopted with the exception of paragraph
11, while the resolution on enlarging the Mediterranean
partnership failed by a vote of 22 to 28, with seven abstentions.

Parliamentarians consider gender issues at working lunch

A well-attended
working lunch was
hosted Saturday
afternoon by repre-
sentatives from the
Monagesque delega-
tion; Nicole Manzone-
Saquet, Chairwoman
of'the Rights of Women
and Family and Guil-
laume Rose, Chairman
of Social Affairs and Deputy Head of Delegatio. OSCE PA
Special Representative on Gender Issues Hedy Fry opened the
working lunch, which included presentations by Third Com-
mittee Chair Matteo Mecacci and Akhtar Chaudhry, Head of
the Norwegian Delegation.

Mecacci spoke about gender issues in the context of armed
conflict, discussing the concept of ‘gendercide’, in which a
particular gender is targeted for extermination. Chaudhry
pointed out that while men have at times drafted and imple-
mented rules and laws that discriminate against women, they
have also attempted to address problems faced by women. He
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stressed that social and cultural developments contribute to
the gender reality and that parliamentarians play an integral
role in facilitating change.

While lunch was being served, Members were asked to
identify three priority areas for capacity-building on the part
of governments, parliaments and political institutions in order
to improve the political, economic, and social participation of
women minorities. Education, financial incentives and paren-
tal/child support were the three most popular responses to this
question. Members actively engaged in dialogue, with both
men and women substantively contributing to the discussion.

Programme ~ Sunday, 8 July

09.00 — 11.00 Second Committee - Camille Blanc
09.00—11.00  Third Committee - Prince Pierre
11.10—11.30  Meeting of the Bureau - Auric
11.30-13.30  First Committee - Prince Pierre
15.00 — 18.00  Plenary Session - Prince Pierre
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