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Summary

ore than 300 participants, including near-

ly 200 parliamentarians from some 50
countries, gathered in Yerevan on 18-20 No-
vember for the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s
21st Autumn Meeting. The meeting featured
a Parliamentary Conference, a meeting of the
Standing Committee, meetings of the Ad Hoc
Committees, and a Mediterranean Forum. The
Parliamentary Conference was held under the
theme “OSCE in Times of Crisis: Role of the PA
in Responding to Internal and External Chal-
lenges,” and included speeches dealing with
the Russian Federation’s ongoing war against
Ukraine, as well as recent military hostilities in
the South Caucasus.

Speaking at the inaugural session were Nikol
Pashinyan, Prime Minister of Armenia; Alen
Simonyan, President of the National Assem-
bly of Armenia; and Pia Kauma, President of
the OSCE PA. OSCE Secretary General Helga
Schmid and Armen Grigoryan, Secretary of the
Security Council of the Republic of Armenia,
spoke at session one, held under the theme
"Addressing security: the OSCE's role in an era
of conflict”

Chaired by OSCE PA Vice-President and Spe-
cial Representative on Fighting Corruption
Irene Charalambides (Cyprus), session two was
held under the theme “Corruption as a fun-
damental threat to peace and security” and
featured presentations by experts from the
World Bank, Armenian Government and OSCE/
ODIHR. In the debate, lawmakers highlight-

ed their national efforts in the fight against
corruption, noting that it requires legislative
changes as well as an overhaul of the relation-
ship between government and citizens.

Session three, chaired by OSCE PA Vice-Pres-
ident Daniela De Ridder (Germany), was held
under the theme “Respect for all: protecting
minorities and people affected by conflict,”
and heard contributions by experts from aca-
demia and the office of the Prime Minister of
Armenia. Parliamentarians raised issues includ-
ing the need to adopt legislation for the inte-
gration of child refugees, and for international
organizations to provide support to those
suffering the effects of war.

The Mediterranean Forum on 20 November
was chaired by OSCE PA Special Representa-
tive on Mediterranean Affairs Pascal Allizard
(France) and featured remarks by Chair of the
OSCE Mediterranean Partners for Co-opera-
tion Group Vesa Hakkinen. The Forum included
addresses by parliamentary delegations from
OSCE Mediterranean Partners for Co-opera-
tion, and closing remarks by President Kauma
who outlined a range of issues on which there
is widespread agreement.

The Standing Committee met to hear reports
by the President, Treasurer, and Secretary Gen-
eral. The Ad Hoc Committees on Countering
Terrorism and Migration, as well as the Parlia-
mentary Support Team for Ukraine, also met in
Yerevan to discuss ongoing work.
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Parliamentary
Conference
Opening Session

ference held under the theme "OSCE in Times of Crisis: Role of the PA in Responding to

The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s 21st Autumn Meeting featured a Parliamentary Con-
Internal and External Challenges.”

The opening session included speeches by Alen Simonyan, President of the National Assem-
bly of the Republic of Armenia; Nikol Pashinyan, Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia;
and Pia Kauma, President of the OSCE PA.



Opening Session

Alen Simonyan, President
of the National Assembly of
the Republic of Armenia

Welcoming participants to Yerevan, President
Simonyan highlighted the challenges that his
country faces following the September mili-
tary operation in Azerbaijan, including more
than 100,000 ethnic Armenians forced to
leave Karabakh during one week. There is a
historic opportunity for lasting peace, he said,
stressing that for the sake of peaceful co-exis-
tence for future generations, peace talks must
continue. Armenia is also eager to normalize
relations with Turkiye, he said.

“Our region needs peace,” Simonyan under-
lined, noting that one of the most important
components of that resolution is democracy.
He further recalled the 2023 Vancouver Dec-
laration stressing that peace in the region has
no alternative.

Nikol Pashinyan, Prime Minister of
the Republic of Armenia

Prime Minister Pashinyan discussed the Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan peace process, noting that the

A

main principles of peace have been agreed
but that significant obstacles and persistent
mistrust between the two countries contin-
ue to hinder progress. Reaffirming Armenia'’s
dedication to the peace agenda, he urged
sustained efforts to normalize relations in the
region. “Peace in our view is a state of affairs
when all the countries of the region live with
open borders,” Pashinyan underlined, “are
connected by active economic, political, and
cultural ties, and have accumulated experi-
ence and tradition of solving all issues diplo-
matically and through dialogue.”

He noted that the normalization of Armenia’s
relations with Tirkiye is an important factor
for the strategic vision of a peaceful, develop-
ing, and safe environment in the South Cauca-
sus.

Pia Kauma, President of the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly

President Pia Kauma (Finland) highlighted the
focus of the meeting, noting the strong socie-
tal divides unveiled by the war in Ukraine, the
refugee crisis in the South Caucasus, and the



conflict in Gaza. "As we seemingly navigate from
crisis to crisis, failing to anticipate major events,
we should remind ourselves that, almost half a
century ago, our countries came together once

o
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more to break this destructive cycle,” President

Kauma said.

Kauma
stressed
that the
price of
justice
cannot

be the
continued
suffering
of civil-
ians, sus-
tainable
peace and
true secu-
rity re-
quire trust

and reconciliation, and political leaders have a
responsibility to lead the way. She recalled the
effectiveness of the OSCE field missions that
used to exist throughout the South Caucasus

—in Yerevan, Baku, Thilisi, and Grozny — and
helped strengthen state institutions, promote
respect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms, and develop civil society.

She further regretted the existential crisis faced

As we seemingly navigate from crisis to
crisis, failing to anticipate major events,
we should remind ourselves that, al-
most half a century ago, our countries
came together once more to break this
destructive cycle.

- OSCE PA President Pia Kauma

be used to its full potential.

by the OSCE
that is fuelled
by the politi-
cized withhold-
ing of financial
resources and

a systematic
misuse of the
consensus rule
underlining the
cruciality of

the Assembly
stepping up to
advocate for a
functional OSCE
and to speak up
in defence of

OSCE values. The relevance of the OSCE's com-
prehensive approach to security in enabling ef-
fective responses to new security realities must
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Session One

Addressing security: the OSCE'’s
role in an era of conflict

OSCE Secretary General Helga Schmid and Secretary of the Security Council of the

Republic of Armenia Armen Grigoryan. Interventions from the floor highlighted the
relevance of the OSCE and its comprehensive approach to security and featured calls to
strengthen the Organization in the face of challenges for the entire OSCE region.

C haired by OSCE PA President Pia Kauma, session one was opened with remarks by



Helga Schmid, OSCE Secretary General

Speaking about the OSCE's role in a deeply
challenging political climate, OSCE Secretary
General Helga Schmid said that although the
OSCE faces challenges, the OSCE Secretariat,
institutions, and field operations continue to
play a meaningful role in enhancing security for
all. In the South Caucasus, she said, the OSCE

is supporting conflict prevention and stability
through the Geneva International Discussions
and the related Incident Prevention and Re-
sponse Mechanism. She expressed appreciation
to Prime Minister Pashinyan for his dedication
to the pursuit of lasting peace.

SG Schmid recalled the Permanent Council
discussions related to the situation in Karabakh
and stressed that the OSCE stands ready to play
a role in the future international engagement by
bringing its expertise in areas like border man-
agement, reconciliation, confidence-building,
and engagement of minority populations. She
further recalled the OSCE's vital work in Ukraine

TARY ASSL:

to address the war's impacts and support the
country's democratic institutions through the
Support Programme for Ukraine. In Central
Asia, the OSCE is working to strengthen region-
al links between the countries and promote
connectivity, address the impacts of climate
change, support border security and help re-
spond to the 2021 developments in Afghani-
stan through the ‘Response to the Implications
of Afghanistan for the OSCE Region’ framework,
she said. In Southeastern Europe, the OSCE
strengthens social cohesion and integration

of diverse societies, addresses corruption, and
works on trial monitoring, she said. Combating
trafficking in human beings is also an essential
aspect of OSCE work.

In conclusion, Secretary General Schmid ex-
pressed hope for a productive Ministerial Coun-
cil and thanked the participating States for their
willingness to find solutions to the Organiza-
tion's challenges.
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Armen Grigoryan, Secretary
of the Security Council of the
Republic of Armenia

Armen Grigoryan spoke about Armenia'’s
experiences with democratization, noting that
the country has undergone dramatic posi-
tive changes in recent years. Democratization
has made Armenia more resilient to external
challenges, he said, expressing his belief that
democracy will endure in Armenia and that it
can substantially contribute to peace and se-
curity. He stressed that Armenia wants stability
in the region and is firmly committed to the
peace agenda.

Recalling the Brussels negotiation processes,
he underlined that delimitation of borders be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan plays a signifi-
cant role in creating regional stability, to which
the Alma-Ata Declaration is the fundamen-

tal document. According to this framework,
Armenia and Azerbaijan must recognize each
other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty.

He further stressed the importance of pro-
moting the imperative for regional and
cross-border connectivity in the South Cau-
casus, not least through projects like ‘Cross-
roads of Peace’ and diversification of foreign

.

\

and security policies. Grigoryan extended his
appreciation to the ‘National Platform for
Democratic Oversight of the Security Sec-
tor’ established with the special support of
the OSCE under the Defence and Security
Committee of the National Assembly of Ar-
menia stressing that it is having a substantial
meaningful impact on strengthening good
conduct in the defence and security sectors.
In conclusion, Grigoryan emphasized the vital
role of the OSCE PA and the importance of the
cross-dimensional approach to security in the
OSCE region.

Discussion

The discussion featured calls for reinforcing
multilateralism, including by ensuring that the
OSCE is strengthened ahead of its 50th anni-
versary in 2025 and the current organizational
crisis is overcome in order to build sustainable
peace and all-encompassing security in the
OSCE region. The parliamentarians highlight-
ed ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and in the
Middle East, as well as recent military hostili-
ties in the South Caucasus, as evidence of the
need for a bolder approach to international
diplomacy and co-operative security. They fur-
ther called to respect the principles set out in
the Helsinki Final Act and the Charter of Paris.
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Session Two

Corruption as a fundamental threat
to peace and security

Charalambides (Cyprus), session three was devoted to a discussion on corruption as a fun-

damental threat to peace and security. Members listened to presentations by Alexandra
Habershon from the World Bank, Mariam Galstyanan, anti-corruption specialist at the Armenian
Corruption Prevention Commission, and Konstantine Vardzelashvili, Head of the Democratization
Department at the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR).

C haired by OSCE PA Vice-President and Special Representative on Fighting Corruption Irene
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Irene Charalambides, OSCE PA Vice-President

Opening the second session of the Parliamen-
tary Conference, OSCE PA Vice-President and
Special Representative on Fighting Corrup-
tion Irene Charalambides (Cyprus) underlined
that corruption is a fundamental threat to all
three OSCE dimensions. “Corruption erodes
the trust of the people to us, the politicians. It
erodes trust to Institutions because they are
seen as a vehicle for private gain of those who
pull the strings, not as a vehicle for service,
Charalambides said. She also stressed that
corruption exacerbates inequalities among
different groups in society, which in turn pro-
vides fertile ground for foreign interference
and recruitment by terrorist groups.

Not shying away from mentioning her own
country’s shortcomings, Charalambides pro-
vided an example of alleged assistance to
Russian oligarchs in sanctions evasion by very
few private legal and accounting offices in
Cyprus to illustrate how corruption undercuts

state aims and even foreign policy. She called
for enhanced international co-operation and
assistance to combat corruption, stressing
that this is “an investment to growth, to de-
mocracy and ultimately to security.”

Alexandra Habershon,
Programme Manager, Global
Lead, Anti-Corruption Governance
Global Practice, World Bank

Habershon described corruption as a driver of
conflict and discussed the World Bank's efforts
in promoting good governance, highlighting
the financial cost of corruption as a significant
obstacle to economic development. Cor-
ruption, she said, is in fact a key reason why
economic and social reforms often fail. “It un-
dermines our ability to achieve development
objectives, it undermines results in education,
in health, all human capital outcomes,” Haber-
shon said.
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Session Two

of governance, he noted. In this regard, ODIHR
gives practical and comprehensive advice to
OSCE participating States in tackling corrup-
tion, and provides legal opinions on anti-cor-
ruption legislation. Vardzelashvili stressed the
importance of ODIHR’s partnerships with other
OSCE institutions as well as external partners in
combating corruption, also commending the
good co-operation with the OSCE PA.

Discussion

In the debate, lawmakers highlighted their
national efforts against corruption, including
fighting money laundering, bribery, financial
crime, fraud, and cybercrime. Members also
referred to practices of tax evasion as an unfair
burden on those who do pay their taxes.

Members further commented on how cor-
ruption is intertwined with conflict and other
forms of crime. Corruption can enable wars
and can be a breeding ground for organized
crime, including money laundering and terror-
ism, lawmakers said. Further, corrupt regimes
can misuse military aid.

In line with the panelists, it was noted that
corruption has a major impact on our societ-
ies. Parliamentarians stressed the need for a
comprehensive strategy to tackle corruption,
including legislative changes that allow for
the prosecution of corruption-related crimes.
Members also underlined the importance of
the civil society, in particular journalists, as the
eyes and ears for reporting corruption.
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Session Three

Respect for all: Protecting
minorities and people
affected by conflict

theme "Respect for all: Protecting minorities and people affected by conflict,” and was ad-
dressed by Fernand De Varennes, former UN Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues (2017-
2023), and Yeghisheh Kirakosyan, Representative of Armenia on International Legal Issues.

S ession Three, chaired by OSCE PA Vice-President Daniela De Ridder, was held under the
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Session Three

Daniela De Ridder, OSCE PA
Vice-President

Vice-President De Ridder opened the session
by pointing to the stark reality facing millions
of individuals within and beyond the OSCE
region, particularly in conflict zones. She pro-
vided alarming statistics, focusing on the dire
situation in Ukraine following the February
2022 invasion by the Russian Federation and
the atrocities committed against civilians, in-
cluding unlawful killings, sexual violence, and
the deportation of children.

The humanitarian consequences of the con-
flict in the Karabakh region of Azerbaijan were
also highlighted, with more than 100,000
individuals fleeing to Armenia in a week. De
Ridder emphasized the need for additional
support for Armenia in integrating this large
community and ensuring the right to return.

De Ridder then turned to the protection of
minorities, referencing the Vancouver Declara-
tion’s commitment to prioritizing their protec-
tion. She recognized the ongoing persecution
of minorities as a cause of rising tensions and
called for collective action to uphold their
rights, considering them a key component for
human security. She pointed to the OSCE High
Commissioner on National Minorities’ com-
prehensive set of guidelines and recommen-
dations as a valuable resource.

In conclusion, Dr. De Ridder acknowledged
the immense challenges ahead but expressed
confidence in the OSCE PA determination and
political will to make a difference.

Fernand De Varennes, former UN
Special Rapporteur on Minority Is-
sues from 2017 to 2023

Fernand De Varennes, who served as UN
Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues from
2017 to 2023, highlighted the unprecedented
nature and scale of current global crises. He
emphasized that the world is witnessing an in-
crease in violent conflicts not seen since 1945,
noting that more than 110 million people
worldwide are currently displaced. Stressing
that no national borders are immune from the
pressure by population movements caused

by conflict and despair, Dr. De Varennes drew
attention to the disproportionate impact of
conflicts and displacement on minorities and
the global permeability of borders to pressure
from conflict-related movements.

To better protect minorities, Dr. De Varennes
asserted that preventing conflict should be a
primary focus. Stressing the shortcomings of
the international community in this regard,
he pointed to the rise in hate speech and
hate crimes, particularly in online media. He
also expressed concern about the resurgence
of exclusionary nationalistic politics and the
instrumentalization of minorities, contributing
to a worsening situation.

In De Varennes' view, preventive action
against conflicts should prioritize excluded
groups, as conflicts typically involve grievanc-
es, injustice, and discrimination against mi-
norities. He, therefore, stressed that protecting
minority rights and addressing human despair
remain crucial for conflict prevention.



Yeghisheh Kirakosyan,
Representative of Armenia on
International Legal Issues

Kirakosyan said that the military escalation in
Karabakh over the last three years has spurred
Armenia to actively utilize international legal
mechanisms for protecting minorities and
individuals affected by the conflict. He point-
ed out the human suffering endured by eth-
nic Armenians due to the conflict, including
inhumane treatment, forced disappearances,
civilian casualties, and, more recently, the
mass displacement of ethnic Armenians.

He conveyed that the country has initiated a
series of cases against Azerbaijan, particularly
before the European Court of Human Rights
and the International Court of Justice. These
cases typically resulted in the adoption of

interim and provisional measures. Kirakosyan
emphasized the importance of the interna-
tional community focusing on conflict preven-
tion and highlighted the surge in hate speech
on social networks as one of the root caus-

es of conflicts. Armenia’s legal proceedings
against Azerbaijan encompassed issues of
discrimination, protection of cultural heritage,
and the humanitarian consequences of the
blockade of the Lachin corridor.

Kirakosyan underscored the right of ethnic
Armenians to return and remain free from
violence and intimidation in Karabakh. In con-
clusion, Kirakosyan stressed that these legal
proceedings serve the objective of providing
an impartial report on the current situation
and seeking a peaceful settlement of disputes
with Azerbaijan.

24



Discussion

In the debate, OSCE PA delegates empha-
sized the importance of protecting the norms
of international humanitarian law, rethinking
conflict prevention strategies, eliminating
manifestations of hatred towards minorities,
and the necessity of joint efforts on this is-
sue. The delegates particularly reflected on
the egregious acts committed by the Russian
Federation against civilians in Ukraine, the
disproportionate effects of the Israeli-Hamas
conflict on the civilian population, and the
humanitarian consequences of military actions
in Karabakh.

Parliamentarians stressed that durable peace

cannot exist without social justice and the
equal protection of all civilians in conflict. In
this regard, many delegates rejected a pol-
icy of double standards regarding events in
Gaza. Reiterating their unwavering support
for Ukraine, parliamentarians called for the
protection of vulnerable groups, especially
children and displaced people. The respect for
sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as
the implementation of commitments regard-
ing the reintegration of Armenians in Azer-
baijan, was emphasized for sustainable peace
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Overall,
parliamentarians’ interventions highlighted
the urgence to strengthen the response to the
wars and injustices taking place and to step
up support for those suffering their effects.
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Closing Session

Sargis Khandanyan, Head of the
Armenian Delegation to the OSCE PA

The Head of the Armenian Delegation began
his remarks by highlighting the productive
discussions that had been held in Yerevan

on the internal and external challenges to

the OSCE area. Focus has been paid by OSCE
parliamentarians to the people who suffer the
most and to whom we are accountable, Khan-
danyan said. Khandanyan noted that every
time that OSCE parliamentarians gather, there
is a chance to improve the situation of the
world, but

Armenia and Azerbaijan and underlined his
hope that this could have positive impacts on
the whole OSCE region.

Although no resolutions are adopted at the
Autumn Meeting, Montella said that he ex-
pects the debates that took place in Yerevan
would inform and influence the upcoming
OSCE Ministerial Council in Skopje. The Sec-
retary General expressed gratitude to all of
the staff and volunteers who made the Au-
tumn Meeting possible and to Members of
the Assembly

it is clear for contribut-
that too ing to fruitful
often this and engaging
is not the debates.
RIS Our discussions over the past two days have

pressing made it very clear that the OSCE has strong ~ F'a Kauma,
reactions . President
to the advocates throughout our region. of the OSCE
negative PA

devel- - OSCE PA President Pia Kauma

opments In her con-

is not cluding re-
enough, marks, Pres-

he said. What is needed is to take stron-

ger actions. Those who are defending OSCE
values must be supported and those who are
challenging those values must be defeated, he
said. Finally, Khandanyan expressed gratitude
to those who made it possible for this meet-
ing. calling out who is the aggressor and who
is the victim.

Roberto Montella, Secretary General
of the OSCE PA

Secretary General Montella expressed opti-
mism for the prospects for peace between

ident Kauma expressed appreciation to all
participants for coming to Armenia to support
and defend the OSCE. “Our discussions over
the past two days have made it very clear that
the OSCE has strong advocates throughout
our region,” she said. "But, today, we are all
worried. We are tired of the Organization’s
Rules being abused. We are concerned that
no budget has been adopted for over two
years. We regret that the OSCE'’s field pres-
ence keeps on shrinking. The present situation
is not acceptable. All this is clear”

She assured the Autumn Meeting participants



that their concerns would be relayed directly
to the Foreign Ministers who would soon be
gathering in Skopje. As opposed to the OSCE’s
governmental side, Kauma stressed that the
Parliamentary Assembly is not paralyzed. It

is important, she said, to remain positive so
that the PA can remain influential. Rather than
remaining spectators, she said, OSCCE parlia-
mentarians must actively contribute to confi-
dence-building. “lI am confident that — despite
all the problems in Vienna — our Assembly can
play this role,” President Kauma said. “Your
strong engagement proves it
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Mediterranean Forum

Situation in the Middle East

Middle East” chaired by Pascal Allizard, Special Representative on Mediterranean Af-
fairs, and the Mediterranean Forum included remarks by OSCE PA President Pia Kauma,
Chair of the OSCE Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation Group Vesa Hakkinen and ad-

dresses by the Heads of the Parliamentary Delegations from the OSCE Mediterranean Part-
ners for Co-operation.

The Mediterranean Forum met on 20 November under the theme of “Situation in the



Mediterranean Forum

Pascal Allizard, Special
Representative on Mediterranean
Affairs

In his opening remarks, Special Representative
Allizard expressed gratitude for the gathering
in Yerevan, marking the first in-person meet-
ing of the Mediterranean Forum since 2019.
He particularly emphasized the forum's im-
portance in engaging Mediterranean Partners
and incorporating their perspectives.

Allizard underlined the urgency of address-
ing the consequences of global warming and
natural disasters in the Mediterranean region,
leading to significant displacements and hu-
manitarian challenges. The potential increase
in forced migration due to climate change
was mentioned, with a focus on the alarming
number of natural disasters causing displace-
ment. Allizard discussed the flaws in the in-
ternational system in relation to human rights
violations along migration routes, especially in
the Mediterranean. Conflicts in border regions
with Mediterranean countries are affecting
political and economic stability, he noted. He
highlighted the ongoing conflict between
Israel and Hamas, expressing concerns about
the substantial loss of life. The Special Rep-
resentative stressed the need for broad di-
alogue, involving regional and international
partners, to prevent regional escalation.

Pia Kauma, OSCE PA President

In her remarks, President Kauma thanked
Allizard for his work over six years as Special
Representative on Mediterranean Affairs and
welcomed the participation of the Moroccan
Delegation in the Autumn Meeting, acknowl-
edging their consistent commitment to the

OSCE PA and their valuable contributions to
debates. She encouraged Partners to engage
with the OSCE PA at the highest level and
urged all members to connect with parliamen-
tarians from Partner countries.

Given the events in the Middle East, Kauma
emphasized the importance of increased par-
ticipation by parliaments from the southern
shore of the Mediterranean. She stressed the
need to hear diverse voices and perspectives
in debates to find appropriate solutions to
shared challenges. She anticipated that the
addresses and debates in the meeting would
mark the first step in this direction.

Vesa Hakkinen, Chair of the OSCE
Mediterranean Partners for Co-oper-
ation Group and Permanent Repre-
sentative of Finland to the OSCE

Ambassador Hakkinen pointed out that the
central role of the Mediterranean Partner-
ship is enhancing security. The Partnership
for Co-operation is an excellent platform for
developing joint responses to counter secu-
rity threats, he said, highlighting the unique
perspective that OSCE partnerships offer on
the security situation in the OSCE region and
its neighbourhood. He underlined the alarm-
ing situation in the region, particularly fol-
lowing the terrorist attack by Hamas against
Israel on 7 October, and stressed the impor-
tance of empowering youth, especially young
women, in the field of security. In this regard,
he said, the OSCE can provide valuable tools
such as field missions, projects, and platforms
for dialogue. He concluded by noting the
demonstrated commitment of OSCE Partners
through practical co-operation and active
participation.

30
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Addresses by the Heads of the
Parliamentary Delegations from
the OSCE Mediterranean Partners
for Co-operation

The Speaker of the Israeli Knesset, Amir Oha-
na, addressed the OSCE Parliamentary Assem-
bly via video link. Speaker Ohana described
the atrocities of 7 October, noting that victims
suffered torture and extreme violence. After
these horrors, he said, Israel determined that
it must act to defend itself. “Israel has the obli-
gation to ensure the safety and security of its
citizens,” he said.

Fatima El Hassani, a member of Morocco's
Delegation, stressed that armed conflicts must
provide full protection of civilians, a point

that was reiterated in the general debate. El
Hassani condemned attacks on civilians and
called for international efforts aimed at peace,
stability and prosperity for all peoples of the
region.

-
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Discussion

Parliamentarians raised issues related to secu-
rity, the environment, economic development
and migration in Middle East, stressing that
armed conflicts must provide full protection
of civilians and noting that conflict is an ob-
stacle to development and reaching other
international goals, such as addressing climate
change. There were also calls for the imme-
diate release of all hostages being held by
Hamas.

In closing remarks, President Kauma ex-
pressed deep concern for the dire humanitar-
ian situation in Gaza, particularly its impact on
women and children, and called for humani-
tarian pauses to facilitate assistance to those
in need. She also highlighted the polarizing
nature of the Israel-Palestine conflict, empha-
sizing its divisive impact on society, and urged
vigilance against bigotry and violence in OSCE
countries.



0

b)
4 LULUSHL LUSUGPRUL AUTUMN MEETING 6
% L " 3 ¥ W 5
il o ! A

i ' e = 2 Seul ¥
A 1 LMUFIJ\-IIHI.IL dB3UNUTY & OSCE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMB .

_ N i
d




33

Standing Committee Meeting

The Standing Committee consists of the OSCE PA's 57 Heads of National Delegations and
Members of the Bureau. Meeting three times a year — at the Winter Meeting, Autumn
Meeting and Annual Session — the Standing Committee guides the work of the Assembly,
approves its budget and appoints the Secretary General.

Report of the President

Pia Kauma reported on her recent activities,
notably the meetings she held the previous
week with leaders of Georgia, Azerbaijan and
Armenia. She called on parliamentarians to
add their voices to the peace efforts in the
South Caucasus. The President highlighted
her collaboration with other institutions of the
OSCE and noted that it is a testament to the
OSCE PA that parliamentarians continue to en-
gage so enthusiastically in the Assembly. It is
important in these challenging times, she said,
to ensure parliamentary and political support
for the OSCE.

Report of the Treasurer

Treasurer BUser presented a summary of the
Assembly’s finances, noting that it is impera-
tive that the OSCE PA's financial standing re-
mains firm. The PA has demonstrated remark-
able efficiency, he said, noting that its budget
remains lower than similar parliamentary
assemblies. He highlighted the challenges as-
sociated with the non-payment of the Russian
Federation's dues, but stressed that the finan-
cial footing remains robust and resilient. He
also informed the Standing Committee of the
ongoing performance audit of the Assembly
being performed by Deloitte, which he under-
lined demonstrates the Assembly’s commit-
ment to the highest financial standards.

Report of the Secretary General

Secretary General Roberto Montella thanked
the Armenian Delegation and the OSCE PA's
conference team for organizing the Autumn
Meeting on a limited time schedule, and in-
formed the Standing Committee of the Inter-
national Secretariat’s activities. In particular,
he highlighted the three-country tour of the
South Caucasus that had just been complet-
ed, the upcoming OSCE Ministerial Council,
and election observation activities. He also
discussed the ongoing audit of the OSCE PA,
noting that it is a good opportunity to ensure
the highest level of transparency and ensure
fiscal responsibility. Pointing out that the Sec-
retariat’'s work follows the political leadership
of the Assembly, he commended the parlia-
mentarians for providing clear objectives for
the OSCE PA.

Other Business

The Standing Committee members discussed
a proposed amendment to the Rules of Pro-
cedure regarding voting rights of OSCE PA
delegations but with no agreement reached,
the proposal was referred to the Subcommit-
tee on the Rules of Procedure. The Standing
Committee also heard reports on election
observation missions, the activities of ad hoc
committees, and upcoming Assembly events
and statutory meetings.



Meetings of the Ad Hoc Committees

The Ad Hoc Committee on Migration was established in 2016 to serve as a focal point for
the PA's work in the field of migration. To strengthen the contribution of OSCE parliamen-
tarians in addressing violent extremism, in July 2017 the PA established the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on Countering Terrorism. The Parliamentary Support Team for Ukraine was estab-
lished in July 2023 to promote support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Meeting of the Parliamentary Support
Team for Ukraine

Held on 18 November, the meeting of the Par-
liamentary Support Team for Ukraine (PSTU)
was chaired by President Pia Kauma, who
delivered opening remarks focused on the
human costs of the war. The PSTU meeting
featured a presentation by Ambassador Mar-
cel Pesko, Special Representative of the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office, who discussed the im-
portance of using all the tools of the Organi-
zation to strengthen Ukraine's resilience in the
face of the war and hold Russia accountable.

The meeting featured discussions on the secu-
rity, economic and environmental, and human
dimensions of the war led by the PSTU's three
rapporteurs.

Meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Countering Terrorism

At the meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Countering Terrorism (CCT), chaired by OSCE
PA Vice-President Reinhold Lopatka (Austria),
members discussed the Fourth Counter-Ter-
rorism Co-ordination Meeting of Parliamenta-
ry Assemblies and the Second Parliamentary
Policy Dialogue that were held 4-5 October

in Vienna. Lopatka informed CCT members
that the PA was re-elected on 4 October to
lead the Co-ordination Mechanism of Parlia-

mentary Assemblies on Counter-Terrorism for
another year. In this capacity, the OSCE PA will
continue to co-ordinate the counter-terror-
ism work of 16 assemblies around the world
with the support of the United Nations Office
of Counter-Terrorism. Lopatka also briefed
the CCT members on his recent visit to Israel
where he met with people directly affected by
Hamas's terrorist attack on 7 October.

Meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Migration

Chaired by OSCE PA Vice-President Daniela De
Ridder (Germany), the meeting of the Ad Hoc
Committee on Migration included a review of
implemented activities, with a follow-up dis-
cussion on a recent online panel regarding the
sponsorship of refugees and the integration
of newcomers to Canada, organized by Hedy
Fry (Canada). The meeting also included a dis-
cussion on the Armenia refugee emergency,
with President Kauma and Special Represent-
ative on South Caucasus Kari Henriksen (Nor-
way) sharing observations from their visit to
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia from 13-17
November. President Kauma noted that Arme-
nia has welcomed more than 100,000 persons
from the Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, and
has done a commendable job facilitating their
access to employment and schools. There was
also a discussion of irregular migration along
the Central and Eastern Mediterranean routes.
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