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Parliamentary Elections in the Repub~c ofLatvJ.a

~ Dele~ati()n of the OSCE Paliamenta Assembly montoed the two day general elections
in Latvia on 30 Sembe and .1 Oc 1995 at the invitation of Saeima, the Latvia
Parliament. The Delegation, 100 by Mr. Pet Kapral, Membe of the Austrian Parliament,
included seven p'dIliamentans from six couies: Austr, Belgium. Estonia, Italy)
Moldova, and Russi.

On 28 and 29 Sembe the Delegation met with the oseE Mission to Latvia,
representatives of the Central Elecon Comssion, the Saeima Legal Affairs Committee, the
Saeìma Legal Ofce, as well as represetatives of most of the political pares and the media.
On 30 Sembe and i Otiober 1995 membs of th Delegation visited two distrct electoral
commissions and 64 polling stations in both cities ah rural area throughout each of Latvia's
five constituencies.

The Delegation concluds tht Latvian law provides the citizens with goo conditions for free
and fair elections. Citize have adequate oppni to pacipate in the political process.
Both political pares and candidate were allowed to campaign freely. The media is
indepent and working in a free ma. On bo local and regional levels the electoral
authorities apped compnt and seemed to work in accordance with the law. However,

some unclea provision in the Election Law did result in confusion over cididates removed
from par lists by th Central Election Commssion. The dislrct, city and local polling
commissions, as well as th voters themslves, aped to have ben adeuately instrcted
in the electoral procss.

Based on its fmdgs the Delegation conludes tht the 30 Septmbe and
i Octobe 1995 elections to the Latviu Paliament wer fre and fair.

The Delegation is awar tht a substatil number of persons living penently in Latvia do
not have citizenship of any ste and hops tht ths sitution wil be sati~ìfa(,..torly resolved.
The seices of th osE ar available in this matt.

The Delegation will give its firu re to the Stanng Comnutt of the OSCE
Parliamenta Assembly at its meeg 11 Janua 1996 in Vienna.

Furter information can be obined from th International Seretriat in Copenhagen by
contating Mr. Pentt Väaen, Dety Secre Ge~al of the ~SCE Parliamenta
Assembly, Mr. Jeffy Carlson, Assistt, or Mr. Dan Hindsgaul, Assistat.
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