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Roberto Montella 

Born on 31 October 1969, Neuchatel (Switzerland) 

Italian

Secretary General OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

Jan 2016 – present 

Director of Presidential Administration OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

Jul 2012 – Dec 2015 

Program Officer OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

Jun 2009 – Jan 2011 

Coordinator of Election Long Term Observers The Carter Center, Atlanta USA 

Mar 2009 – May 2009 Beirut, Lebanon 

Chef de Cabinet to OSCE Head of Mission OSCE Mission to Serbia 

Jan 2003 – Mar 2009 

Head of the OSCE South Serbia Regional Office OSCE Mission to the Federal Republic of 

Nov 2001 – Jan 2003 Yugoslavia 

Head of the European Center for Minority Issues ECMI Regional Office, Kosovo 

Aug 2001 – Nov 2001 

Election Campaign Manager Italian Senator Italian Parliament – Sicily and Milan, Italy 

Jan 2001 – May 2001 

Political Affairs Officer OSCE Mission in Kosovo, Pristina, Vucitrn, 

Oct 1999 – Jan 2001 Mitrovica 

International Election Officer OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Jan 1999 – Oct 1999 Livno, Doboj, Sarajevo 

Research Assistant OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

Feb 1998 – Jan 1999 

Political Advisor Italian Senator and Vice President of PACE 

Sep 1995 – Feb 1998 

Export Manager and Customer Relations International P.B.I., Milano 

Jan 1995 – Jan 1998 

8



Roberto Montella’s experience in Election Observation (1998 – 2023) 

1. Slovak Republic, Parliamentary, September 1998

2. Serbia, Parliamentary, December 2000

3. South Serbia, Municipal, July 2002

4. Serbia, Presidential, October 2002

5. Serbia, Presidential, December 2002

6. Serbia, Presidential, November 2003

7. Serbia, Parliamentary, December 2003

8. Serbia, Presidential, June 2004

9. Montenegro, Referendum, May 2006

10. Serbia, Parliamentary, January 2007

11. Serbia, Presidential, January 2008

12. Serbia, Parliamentary, May 2008

13. Lebanon, Parliamentary May-June 2009

14. Albania, Parliamentary, June 2009

15. Ukraine, Presidential, January 2010 (first round)

16. Ukraine, Presidential, February 2010 (run off)

17. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Parliamentary, October 2010

18. Belarus, Presidential, December 2010

19. Kazakhstan, Presidential, April 2011

20. Türkiye, Parliamentary, June 2011

21. Tunisia, Parliamentary, October 2011

22. Russian Federation, Parliamentary, December 2011

23. Russian Federation, Presidential, March 2012

24. Serbia, Parliamentary and Presidential (first round), May
2012

25. Serbia, Presidential, May 2012 (run off)

26. Georgia, Parliamentary, October 2012

27. United States of America, Presidential, November 2012

28. Armenia, Presidential, February 2013

29. Bulgaria, Parliamentary, May 2013

9



30. Albania, Parliamentary, June 2013

31. Azerbaijan, Presidential, October 2013

32. Georgia, Presidential, October 2013

33. Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Parliamentary and Presidential, April

2014

34. Ukraine, Presidential, May 2014

35. Türkiye, Presidential, August 2014

36. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Parliamentary, October 2014

37. Ukraine, Parliamentary, October 2014

38. Türkiye, Parliamentary, June 2015

39. Russian Federation, Parliamentary, September 2016

40. Georgia, Parliamentary, October 2016 (first round)

41. Georgia, Parliamentary, October 2016 (second round)

42. United States of America, Presidential, November 2016

43. Albania, Parliamentary, June 2017

44. Italy, Parliamentary, March 2018

45. Russian Federation, Presidential, March 2018

46. Azerbaijan, Presidential, April 2018

47. Georgia, Presidential, October 2018 (first round)

48. United States of America, Mid-term, November 2018

49. Georgia, Presidential, November 2018 (run off)

50. Moldova, Parliamentary, February 2019

51. Ukraine, Presidential, 31 March 2019

52. Georgia, Parliamentary, October 2020

53. United States of America, Parliamentary and Presidential, November 2020

54. Albania, Parliamentary, April 2021

55. Armenia, Parliamentary, June 2021

56. Uzbekistan, Presidential, October 2021

57. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Parliamentary, October 2022

58. United States of America, Parliamentary, November 2022

59. Türkiye, Parliamentary and Presidential, May 2023

60. Serbia, Parliamentary, December 2023
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To: Members of the OSCE PA Bureau 

Copenhagen, 15 April 2024 

Dear Members of the OSCE PA Bureau, 

dear colleagues, 

We would like to thank you all for the letters of support you have sent in relation to the 

renewal of Roberto Montella mandate as OSCE Parliamentary Assembly Secretary 

General. 

We would also like to give you an update on the process which was triggered by the 

President's public announcement on 11 March and followed by an external publicity 

allowing for expressions of interest in line with Art 40 of the OSCEPA Rules of Procedures. 

At the closing of the period of five weeks no other expression of interest has been 

presented apart from the registered availability of the incumbent Secretary General. 

We are  happy to announce that since the initial letter from the President we have 

received to this date (some are still sending their letters) written expressions of 

support for the renewal of Roberto's mandate from all the Vice Presidents and all 

the Committee Officers thus accounting for the majority of Bureau members and a 

significant additional number of letters of support from members of the Standing 

Committee (attached a compilation of the letters received as of Sunday 14 April from 

Bureau Members, Heads of Delegations, other Members and former leaders of the OSCE PA). 
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Considering that not all Bureau members will be able to attend in person the 29 

April meeting in Copenhagen, in consultation with Senator Pascal Allizard, Chair of the 

Rules Committee, in order to show unity of our Bureau, and following past practices, we 

advice the Bureau to make a unanimous decision by silence procedure expiring on 21 

April to forward Roberto's mandate renewal to the Standing Committee that will be held 

in Bucharest on 29 June for a final determination. In absence of a sufficient objection from 

Members of the Bureau by 21 April we will consider this suggestion as adopted and 

forwarded to the Standing Committee. 

We would like to thank you all for your expressions of support for Roberto's work which, 

as he has underlined to us, is a demonstration of support not only for him individually 

but also a recognition of the good work that the International Secretariat team continues 

to provide to members of parliament. 

We look forward to seeing you soon at our next meetings, 

Sincerely, 

Pia Kauma Pascal Allizard 

President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly Chair of the Sub-Committee 

on Rules of Procedure 
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Letters received regarding the renewal of OSCE PA Secretary General Roberto 

Montella's mandate 

   Bureau Members 

  Ms. Pia Kauma            President of the OSCE PA Finland 

  Mr. Reinhold Lopatka   Vice-President of the OSCE PA Austria 

  Ms. Irene Charalambides Vice-President of the OSCE PA Cyprus 

  Mr. Kyriakos Hadjiyianni Vice-President of the OSCE PA Cyprus 

  Ms. Daniela De Ridder Vice-President of the OSCE PA Germany 

  Mr. Pere Joan Pons Vice-President of the OSCE PA Spain 

Mr. Mark Pritchard Vice-President of the OSCE PA United 

Kingdom       

  Mr. Mykyta Poturaiev  Vice-President of the OSCE PA Ukraine 

  Mr. Roger Wicker Vice-President of the OSCE PA  U.S.A. 

Mr. Richard Hudson         Chair of the First Committee  U.S.A.        

  Mr. Costel Neculai Dunava        Vice-Chair of the First Committee Romania 

  Mr. Azay Guliyev             Chair of the Second Committee Azerbaijan 

Mr. Artur Gerasymov  Vice-Chair of the Second Committee  Ukraine 

Ms. Gudrun Kugler  Rapporteur of the Second Committee  Austria 

  Ms. Lucie Potůčková                Chair of the Third Committee  Czech  

Republic      

 Mr. Sargis Khandanyan               Vice-Chair of the Third Committee Armenia 

 Mr. Malik Ben Achour    Rapporteur of the Third Committee Belgium 
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1402 Nicosia, Cyprus - Tel.: +357-22407304 - Fax: +357-22668611 -  Email: international-relations@parliament.cy www.parliament.cy  

 

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Nicosia, 11 April 2024 

 

Dear Pia,  

 

I was informed about the intention of Secretary General Montella to run for a second renewal of 

his term-in-office in the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. 

Since I entered the OSCE PA, I have strived to raise certain topics on its agenda – above all the 

fight against corruption in the OSCE region and the quest for stronger transparency and 

accountability in politics. The post of the Special Representative was not established at that time 

and Roberto had supported the idea of creating such a portfolio.  I was the first OSCE Special 

Representative on fighting corruption, a mandate that was reconfirmed by all subsequent 

Presidents and that is now an important component of the Assembly’s work.  

Taking into consideration that the OSCE PA is today a respected stakeholder on the multilateral 

stage in these areas of work, establishing significant partnerships with, inter alia, GRECO, the 

World Bank, the United Nations and receiving invitations and speaking roles for numerous 

international conferences and events and providing a clear parliamentary added value, I have to 

express my gratitude to Roberto Montella. He and his team in the International Secretariat have 

been of critical importance. 

Roberto has always been at the service of the political leadership of the organization, flexible and 

versatile. I recognize his intention for finding compromises and for promoting new initiatives. I 

therefore wish to recommend we renew Roberto’s mandate for another term, confident he will 

continue to do an excellent job.   

In any case, I think it is standard procedure that the Rule providing that “The Standing Committee 

will set his or her duties, remuneration and conditions of employment consistent with the annual 

budget” will be discussed at the coming Bureau meeting and subsequently at the Standing 

Committee as foreseen, especially in view of the budget restrains that the OSCE PA is currently 

facing.  
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REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

At the same time, allow me to seize this opportunity to express my view that in the coming Bureau 

meeting we should discuss how our Assembly will be able to focus on the multitude of challenges 

that the OSCE region faces. It is generally accepted that during the past few Sessions, we 

dedicate a great deal of time to discussing the impact of the Russian invasion in Ukraine. Although 

I too share the view that the war in Ukraine is an issue of blatant violation of the Helsinki principles 

and must be given due attention, I also believe that Mediterranean affairs need also to be more 

thoroughly discussed, especially in view of the ongoing war in the Middle East and the incessant 

migratory and refugee flows. In this regard, I wanted to bring to your attention that a sharp spike in 

flows migrants and refugees from neighbouring countries is being recorded the last weeks, which 

has significant security, economic as well as human rights aspects. I would also like to reiterate in 

this context, a proposition I have already made, to organize a high-level visit to OSCE PA Partners 

which are key countries in the region and especially Egypt.  Furthermore, in the next few days, we 

intend to send a letter to all heads of delegations of Mediterranean countries, informing them of 

our aim to form an unofficial group within the OSCE PA, in order to promote our special regional 

interests and enhance the efforts of the Special Representative on Mediterranean Affairs. 

Additionally, I believe that the coming Bureau meeting must discuss our current budget restraints, 

as well as, and perhaps more significantly, a broader plan on how any increases in our 

contributions would be utilized, since transparency is of utmost importance in this regard. 

Looking forward to meeting you soon, dear Pia, please accept the assurances of my highest 

consideration and esteem.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Irene Charalambides 

Vice-President of the OSCE PA 

Head of the Cyprus delegation to the OSCE PA 
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Letters received regarding the renewal of OSCE PA Secretary General Roberto 
Montella's mandate 

 Standing Committee Membersi 

1. Albania Mr. Damian Gjiknuri  Head of the Delegation 

2. Andorra Ms. Meritxell López Guitart Head of the Delegation 

3. Armenia           Mr. Sargis Khandanyan  Head of the Delegation 

4. Azerbaijan           Mr. Azay Guliyev Head of the Delegation 

5. Belgium Mr. Malik Ben Achour  Head of the Delegation 

6. Bulgaria Mr. Stanislav Anastassov Head of the Delegation 

7. Cyprus           Ms. Irene Charalambides Head of the Delegation 

8. Czech Republic        Mr. Jan Bauer  Head of the Delegation 

9. Finland           Mr. Ville Kaunisto Head of the Delegation 

10. Georgia Mr. Nikoloz Samkharadze Head of the Delegation 

11. Greece Mr. Dimitrios Markopoulos Head of the Delegation 

12. Iceland Mr. Birgir Thórarinsson Head of the Delegation 

13. Ireland          Mr. Michael Creed Head of the Delegation 

14. Italy Mr. Eugenio Zof�ili Head of the Delegation 

15. Kazakhstan          Mr. Maulen Ashimbayev Head of the Delegation 

16. Lithuania Ms. Vilija Aleknaite Abramikiene Head of the Delegation 

17. Malta Ms. Amanda Spiteri Grech Head of the Delegation 
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18. Moldova              Ms. Veronica Rosca   Head of the Delegation 

19. Mongolia              Mr. Tsogtbaatar Damdin  Head of the Delegation 

20. Montenegro                 Mr. Slaven Radunovic   Head of the Delegation 

21. North Macedonia Mr. Igor Janushev   Head of the Delegation 

22. Netherlands              Ms. Farah Karimi   Head of the Delegation 

23. Norway                         Ms. Siv Mossleth   Head of the Delegation 

24. Portugal              Ms. Paula Cardoso   Head of the Delegation 

25. San Marino              Mr. Oscar Mina   Head of the Delegation 

26. Serbia                         Ms. Sandra Bozic   Head of the Delegation 

27. Slovak Republic          Mr. Marek Krajčı ́   Head of the Delegation 

28. Slovenia               Mr. Tine Novak   Head of the Delegation 

29. Spain                         Mr. Pere Joan Pons   Head of the Delegation 

30. Sweden                         Mr. Bjorn Soder   Head of the Delegation 

31. Switzerland                 Mr. Daniel Fässler   Head of the Delegation 

32. Türkiye                          Mr. Selami Altınok   Head of the Delegation 

33. United Kingdom         Rt Hon. Sir John Whittingdale Head of the Delegation 

34. Ukraine                         Mr. Mykyta Poturaiev   Head of the Delegation 

35. U.S.A.                             Mr. Joe Wilson    Head of the Delegation 

 

 

i Received by OSCE PA President Kauma and the International Secretariat from Standing 
Committee Members as of 24 June 2024. Please note that as the Standing Committee will vote 
on the renewal of the mandate of the Secretary General at its 29 June meeting in Bucharest, 
additional letters may be received in the coming weeks and will be duly forwarded.  
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REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Nicosia, 11 April 2024 

 

Dear Pia,  

 

I was informed about the intention of Secretary General Montella to run for a second renewal of 

his term-in-office in the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. 

Since I entered the OSCE PA, I have strived to raise certain topics on its agenda – above all the 

fight against corruption in the OSCE region and the quest for stronger transparency and 

accountability in politics. The post of the Special Representative was not established at that time 

and Roberto had supported the idea of creating such a portfolio.  I was the first OSCE Special 

Representative on fighting corruption, a mandate that was reconfirmed by all subsequent 

Presidents and that is now an important component of the Assembly’s work.  

Taking into consideration that the OSCE PA is today a respected stakeholder on the multilateral 

stage in these areas of work, establishing significant partnerships with, inter alia, GRECO, the 

World Bank, the United Nations and receiving invitations and speaking roles for numerous 

international conferences and events and providing a clear parliamentary added value, I have to 

express my gratitude to Roberto Montella. He and his team in the International Secretariat have 

been of critical importance. 

Roberto has always been at the service of the political leadership of the organization, flexible and 

versatile. I recognize his intention for finding compromises and for promoting new initiatives. I 

therefore wish to recommend we renew Roberto’s mandate for another term, confident he will 

continue to do an excellent job.   

In any case, I think it is standard procedure that the Rule providing that “The Standing Committee 

will set his or her duties, remuneration and conditions of employment consistent with the annual 

budget” will be discussed at the coming Bureau meeting and subsequently at the Standing 

Committee as foreseen, especially in view of the budget restrains that the OSCE PA is currently 

facing.  
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1402 Nicosia, Cyprus - Tel.: +357-22407304 - Fax: +357-22668611 -  Email: international-relations@parliament.cy www.parliament.cy 

REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

At the same time, allow me to seize this opportunity to express my view that in the coming Bureau 

meeting we should discuss how our Assembly will be able to focus on the multitude of challenges 

that the OSCE region faces. It is generally accepted that during the past few Sessions, we 

dedicate a great deal of time to discussing the impact of the Russian invasion in Ukraine. Although 

I too share the view that the war in Ukraine is an issue of blatant violation of the Helsinki principles 

and must be given due attention, I also believe that Mediterranean affairs need also to be more 

thoroughly discussed, especially in view of the ongoing war in the Middle East and the incessant 

migratory and refugee flows. In this regard, I wanted to bring to your attention that a sharp spike in 

flows migrants and refugees from neighbouring countries is being recorded the last weeks, which 

has significant security, economic as well as human rights aspects. I would also like to reiterate in 

this context, a proposition I have already made, to organize a high-level visit to OSCE PA Partners 

which are key countries in the region and especially Egypt.  Furthermore, in the next few days, we 

intend to send a letter to all heads of delegations of Mediterranean countries, informing them of 

our aim to form an unofficial group within the OSCE PA, in order to promote our special regional 

interests and enhance the efforts of the Special Representative on Mediterranean Affairs. 

Additionally, I believe that the coming Bureau meeting must discuss our current budget restraints, 

as well as, and perhaps more significantly, a broader plan on how any increases in our 

contributions would be utilized, since transparency is of utmost importance in this regard. 

Looking forward to meeting you soon, dear Pia, please accept the assurances of my highest 

consideration and esteem.  

Yours sincerely, 

Irene Charalambides 

Vice-President of the OSCE PA 

Head of the Cyprus delegation to the OSCE PA 

44

http://www.parliament.cy/


45



46



47



48



49



50



15 May 2024 
 
Pia Kauma 
President of the OSCE PA 
Parliament of Finland 
 

Dear President Kauma, 

 

Thank you for your letter dated 11 March 2024 informing me of Secretary General Montella’s 
intention to stand for re-election for his current position. 

I would like to express my support and the support of the Irish delegation for the renewal of Roberto 
Montella’s mandate as Secretary General of the OSCE for a third term. 

The Irish delegation fully value the experience and work of Roberto as a diligent Secretary General in 
these challenging times as he has served the OSCE well during both terms of his mandate.  

I would recommend that the Standing Committee endorse his reappointment as Secretary General of 
the OSCE PA. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Deputy Michael Creed, 

Head of the Irish Delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 
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Delegation of the Portuguese Parliament to the  
Parliamentary Assembly of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

Assembleia da República 
Palácio de S. Bento 

1249-068 Lisboa - Portugal 

Ms. Pia Kauma 
President of the OSCE PA 
Helsinki, Finland 

Lisbon, 17 April 2024 

Dear Madam President, 

We would like to thank you for the letter of 11 March in which you inform us about Roberto 
Montella’s availability and willingness to be considered for a second renewal of his mandate as 
Secretary-General of the OSCE PA. 

During his two mandates Roberto, together with the team in the International Secretariat, has 
always shown a great commitment, team spirit and political understanding, particularly in a 
multilateral environment, which are qualities of utmost importance to the promotion of the OSCE 
principles and values. 

The OSCE PA is currently facing several important challenges concerning the definition of its goals 
and tasks. Consequently, we believe that it is of the utmost importance for the current phase of 
the Organisations’ evolution to ensure that we have an experienced and responsible Secretary-
General in the Parliamentary Assembly. 

We are therefore convinced that Roberto Montella's vast professional experience guarantees the 
best possible qualifications to fulfil the post of Secretary-General of our Parliamentary Assembly, 
and accordingly ask you to convey the support of the Portuguese delegation to him. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Paula Cardoso Luís Graça 

Head of Delegation Deputy Head of Delegation 
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Letters received regarding the renewal of OSCE PA Secretary General Roberto 

Montella's mandate 

 Special Representatives and other Members of the OSCE PA 

Bulgaria            Mr. Kristian Vigenin             Special Represenattive on Eastern Europe;

Deputy Head of the Delegation 

France         Mr. Pascal Allizard Chair of the Sub-Committee on Rules of 

     Procedure 

Portugal            Mr. Luı́s Graça Deputy Head of the Delegation 

  San Marino      Mr. Paolo Rondelli Alternate Member of the Delegation 

  U.S.A Mr. Ben Cardin Special Representative on Antisemitism,  

 Racism, and Intolerance; Deputy Head of the  

 Delegation 

  U.S.A.   Mr. Steve Cohen Special Representative on Political Prisoners

80



81



82



83



84



85



86



87



Letters received regarding the renewal of OSCE PA Secretary General Roberto 

Montella's mandate 

Former Presidents of the OSCE PA 

Joao Soares OSCE PA President 2008-2010 

Petros Efthymiou OSCE PA President 2010-2012 

Riccardo Migliori OSCE PA President 2012-2013 

Wolfgang Grossruk OSCE PA President 2013 

Ranko Krivokapic OSCE PA President 2013-2014 

Christine Muttonen OSCE PA President 2016-2017 

George Tsereteli OSCE PA President 2017-2020 

Peter Lord Bowness OSCE PA President 2020-21 
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