News from Copenhagen BEEEPrA

Updates from the OSCE PA International Secretariat 19 April 2023 | Number 924

In visit to Iceland, PreS|dent Cederfelt discusses challenges to European security

PA, including the work of Bryndis Haraldsdottir as Special Rep-
resentative on Arctic Issues from August 2021 to January 2023.
President Cederfelt also met with the Icelandic OSCE PA
Delegation, led by Birgir Thorarinsson. They discussed the
impact of Russia’s war against Ukraine on the whole OSCE
region, including on various aspects of Arctic security. Ceder-
felt and the delegation had a general discussion on relevant
issues to be raised during upcoming OSCE PA meetings, and
expressed concern over the sentencing on Monday of Russian
political dissident Vladimir Kara-Murza.

In discussions with Njall Trausti Fridbertsson, Deputy Head
of the Foreign Affairs Committee and Head of the Icelandic

SCE PA President Margareta Cederfelt (Sweden) was in
Iceland this week, meeting Tuesday with parliamentary and
governmental leaders for talks on priority issues facing the OSCE

region.The Russian Federation’s war against Ukraine featured Delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, the sides
prominently in discussions, with President Cederfelt and her discussed the possibility of enhanced co-operation and greater
interlocutors noting the threats posed to the international system complementarity between the OSCE PA and NATO PA.

by the violations of key international commitments including the Meeting with former Minister for Foreign Affairs and former
UN Charter and the Helsinki Final Act. Meeting with Speaker Director of the OSCE/ODIHR Ingibjérg Solran Gisladottir, Ced-
of the Althingi Birgir Armansson and Minister for Foreign Affairs erfelt discussed the OSCE’s work on election observation and

Pordis Kolbrun Reykfjord Gylfadottir, President Cederfelt lauded democratic assistance, noting the unique and important role of
the active participation of the Icelandic Delegation to the OSCE the organization.

PA Members participate in OSCE Alliance Against Trafflcklng in Human Beings Conference

Gudrun Kugler (sec_oﬁd from right) with staff in Vienna, 18 April
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he OSCE Conference, “It's About People: National Leader- conference remotely, speaklng about the importance of com-

ship to End Human Trafficking,” opened Tuesday in Vienna prehensive anti-trafficking laws to facilitate a “whole of society”
with two OSCE PA Members participating in person. Ravshanbek approach at the session on “Anti-trafficking tools - Laws and
Alimov (Uzbekistan) delivered a keynote address, thanking the policies.”
OSCE, UN and other international organizations for supporting The Alliance against Trafficking in Persons Conference is an
Uzbekistan’s counter-trafficking efforts and underling the produc- annual gathering of stakeholders from across the OSCE region.
tiveness of Uzbekistan-OSCE co-operation on the matter. Gudrun Since 2004, the Alliance has supported OSCE participating
Kugler (Austria) represented the PA at the opening session States in developing a robust, harmonized approach to combat-
and on Wednesday Kyriakos Hadjiyianni (Cyprus) joined the ing human trafficking.

Rules Committee meets to dISCUSS Assembly s worklng procedures
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he OSCE PA's Sub-Committee on the Rules of Procedure The Sub-Committee Members discussed various proposed

met online on 18 April to consider possible adaptations to the changes to the Rules of Procedure, including related to sanc-
Assembly’s rules. Chaired by Vice-President Pascal Allizard, the tioning delegations, strengthening gender balance within the
sub-committee held a lively discussion including Heads of Dele- Assembly, and a code of conduct for OSCE PA Members. The
gations and Bureau Members from Armenia, Cyprus, Germany, Sub-Committee is expected to meet again next month, before
Norway, Lithuania, Ukraine, and the United Kingdom. proposing any rules amendments to the Standing Committee.
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