oscie

PA

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES

OF THE PRESIDENT

OF THE OSCE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

H.E. Mr. George Tsereteli
(November 2017 December 2020)

February 2021



Upon assuming the office of President of the OS O S C e
Parliamentary Assembiyp November 201,71 have strived tc  AUSTRIA 2017 OSTERREICH
highlight several priorities, which include redoubling ¢ “ a5
conflict resolution efforts, ensuring that the OSCE is fi
equipped to address new challenges, and promoting
common valuesnd principles

Throughout my presidency, have greatly appreciated the
level of support | have received from Members of
Assembly and the Secretariat in both Copenhagen and Vi
This has been crucial fmursuean ambitiousagenda to mee
our mostpressing challenges such as addressing conf
radicalization and terrorism, and migration, implementing
human right commitments, striving to achieve gen
equality, fostering economic emperation, expanding ot
international partnerships, andfaening the OSCE PA t«
make our work more impactful.

Detailed information on my work as Presiddntween
November 2017 and December 2020sted in this report. Ir
addition to these primary activitied, have also mad:
numerousstatements when the PAige needed to be hear
In addition, Ihave met on several occasions with Head:
OSCE institutions to improve eardination at headquarte
and in the field and ensure that our activities complement
other. | have also met with numerous PA delegsation the
margins of my travels and onling to ensure that all voice
are heard and reflected in the work of our Parliamer
Assembly.

| want to thank parliaments that have hosted my visits, but
particularly applaud and thank OSCE st@ferthe course o
my presidencyl have had the opportunity to vigiightOSCE
field missions$ and all OSCE Institutions, whetehave met
talented andledicated professionals. | can personally atte
the excellent work they do, at times under diffic
circumstances.

1 The OSCE Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraitiee OSCE Project Gardinator in Ukraingthe OSCE Programme
Office in Bishkek,the OSCE Programm®ffice in NurSultan, the OSCE Project @udinator in Uzbekistarthe
OSCE Presence in Albania, the OSCE Mission to Seahihthe OSCE Mission to Moldova
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November 2017

Upon assuming the officef President of the OSCE P#n 9
November, | travelled to Copenhagen for meetings at
International Secretariat. There, together with Secre
General Roberto Montella and his staff, we made plan:
presidential activities in the rump to the Berlin Annua
Sessiort.This visit also afforded me the opportunity to disc
OSCE prioritieswith the Speaker of the Danish Parliame
Pia Kjjg sgaar d, and t hank h e
contributions to the work of our Parliamentary Assenibly.

| returned to Copenhagen in late November to addres:
Standing Committee of the Parliamentarys@&sbly of the
Council of Europe, and exchange both with HRXCE
President Stella Kyriakides and Michele Nicoletti, who v
elected President in January 208. In my remarks, | highlig
the role that the OSCE and the Council of Europe
historically gayed in the transformation of Europe. | al
urged continued dialogue and a creative approact
strengthen international amperation, in particular to addre
migration and to counter terrorism. | also underlined a nur
of new and enduring challengeshich require greate
attention: growing political and social tensions both wit
and between countries, democratic erosion and threa
human rights throughout the OSCE area, as well as on¢
conflicts, radicalization, terrorism, populism, cybersdgu
migration, and organized crinfe.

December 2017

| reiterated these messages in my address to OSCE Min
and in the various bilateral meetings | held on the margir
the Vienna Ministerial Council, including with thémcoming
Chairpersorin-Office and Italian Foreign Minister Angelin

2 OSCE PA President Christine Muttonen steps down;Riiesident George Tsereteli to serve asdtdent 9
November 201 7https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleasefpress2017/oscepapresidentchristine

muttonenstepsdownvice-presidentneorgetseretelito-serveaspresident

3 New Assembly President Tsereteli and Danish Parliament Speaker Kjaersgaard discuss OSCE, fi@orities
November 201 7https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®017/newassemblypresidentsereteh

anddanishparliamentspeakeikjaersgaardliscussoscepriorities

41n address to Council of Europe parliamentarians, OSCE PA President Tsargagienhanced enperation to
meet new and enduring challeng24 November 201 https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/press

2017/inraddresgo-councitof-europeparliamentarian®scepapresidentsereteliurgesenhancesto-operationto-

meetnewandenduringchallenges
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Alfano. | emphasized that governments should make the
use of the OSCE, which is a unique platform that deserv
be nurtured, supported and provided with necessary finai
human and material resourcdsalso underlined that althouc
comprehensive security may at times require compromise
OSCEOGs core values and f ol
not up for negotiation, and that comprehensive sec
requires equal attention to all its dimeamrssi including the
economic and environmenfal.

A priority of mine has be
conflict resolution efforts. Each and evelgy, we all see th:
tragic human consequences of the conflicts in Ukraine,
Georgia, as well as from the Nagofidarabakh conflict. As
parliamentarians, | believe it is our duty to speak up ag:
the violation of human rights in these conflict zonés
addressed these issued a meeting of the GUANM
Parliamentary Assembly in Thilisi, as Georgia held
chairmanship of the regiontrmat for ceoperation betweel
Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, and Moldova

January 2018

For my first official visit of 2018 | travelled to Kyiv to
reiterate the steadfast support of the Parliamentary Asse
for Ukrainebés territoriat
recognizedborders, and renew our calls to reach a susts
ceasefire. | met with a range of hitgvel interlocutors,
including the Verkhovna Rada Chairman Andriy Parubiy
also follow up on Kyivds

| also visited the premises tie OSCE Special Monitorin
Mission to voice my strong support for their work. The SN
is a critical stabilizing force and it should be granted
necessary funds and security guarantees, as well as full ¢
to Ukrainian territory, including everywhealong the borde

President -
QSCE Parliamentary ‘
Assembly

5 President Tsereteli builds dialogue andaperation at OSCE Ministerial Council in VienraDecember 2017,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presa017/presidentseretelibuilds-dialogueandco-operation

on-marginsof-osceministeriatcouncitin-vienna

6 Assembly President Tsereteli asks foreign ministersutip €SCE with tools to meet current challenges
December 201 https://www.oscepa.org/newamedia/presseleases/pres®017/assembipresidenttsereteliasks

foreign-ministersto-equiposcewith-toolsto-meetcurrentchallenges

”In address to GUAM Parliamentary Assembly, President Tsereteli underlines importance ofiggsaltracted
conflicts 21 December 201 hftps://www.osce@.org/newsa-media/presseleases/pres®017/inaddresgdo-guam

parliamentaryassemblypresidenttsereteliunderlinesimportanceof-resolvingprotractedconflicts
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with the Russian Federation, to successfully accomplis
mission®

| reported on this visit and reiterated the key messages ¢
Ministerial Council remarks when | addressed the O¢
Permanent Council at the end of January. THeakso urged
participating States to rz¢
organization can live up to our expectatidiin the margins
of this address, | met with the President of the Natic
Council of Austria, Wolfgang Sobotka, to voice our colhet
appreciation for his couh:

February 2018

| began February by traveling to New York City a
Washington, DC. In my talks with senior UN official
including UN General Assembly President and incon
OSCE Chairpersem-Office Miroslav Lajcak, | underlinec
the importance of continued close -gperation among
international actors. The OSCE and the United Nations
natural partners in many areas, and these meetings ser
explore opportunities for further egperaton in priority fields
of work, in particular the crisis in and around Ukrail
unresolved conflicts in the South Caucasus, developmer
Central Asia and South East Europe, as well as humanit
concerns, migration and terrorism. We also exchangedio
efforts to encourage a greater participation of women
conflict cycle to increase the likelihood and sustainability
peace and security, including through closeroperation
between our Organization and UN Wonién.

In Washington, | noted the esdial role of the OSCE as
forum for dialogue and stressed the importance of contil
U.S. engagement in the Organization. My meetings

8 OSCE PA President stresses support for Ukraine, urges ceasefire as critical steplivesat® January 2018,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/ess2018/inkyiv-oscepapresidenistressesupportfor-
ukraineurgesceasefireascritical-stepto-savelives

9 PA President stresses value of OSCE, calls for greater support for organj2gidanuary 2018,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presa018/papresidentstressesalueof-oscecals-for-greater
supportfor-organization

0 pA President Tsereteli and Austrian Parliament President Sobotka discuss OSCE pritgitlaguary 2018,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presa018/papresidenttsereteliandaustrianparliament
presidentsobotkadiscussoscepriorities.

n visit to UN, Tsereteli stresses ndedinternational ceoperation on peace effort® February 2018,
https://www.oscepa.orgéwsa-media/presseleases/presa018/invisit-to-un-tseretelistressesmeedfor-
internationalco-operatioron-peaceefforts.
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Members of Congress, State Department officials, and
from the Helsinki Commission helped reinforce the rok
working relationship that the Parliamentary Assembly
enjoyed with our American colleagues aechphasizethat
continued American commitment is essential to keep
organization stron¢f?

During our Winter Meeting, | exchanged with seve
delegatims, including from Canada, France, Montene(
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Romania, the Russian Feder:
the United Kingdom, Uzbekistan, Israel and Morocco. Tt
meetings served to prepare upcoming PA activil
presidential visits, and statutory meetings well as to discus
political developments in the OSCE regidn.

March 2018

My first activity following our Winter Meeting consisted in
trip to Baku to discuss democratic and economic reform
the country with Azerbaijani counterparts, includitrgsident
'l ham Aliyev. Ther e, I hi
bridge for dialogue and eoperation in the OSCE area. | al
underlined that democratic reforms, particularly on freec
of the media and on creating conditions to maximize
contibution of civil society, should be addressed adequa
| explained that democratic and economic reforms
Azerbaijan mean increased security in the OSCE.

On the margins of my visit, | was able to visit jailed journal
Mr. Mehman Huseynov and Mr. Aziz Orudjev and | asked
authorities to reconsider their cases. | am glad to repori
Mr. Orudjev was later released from prison and | hope we
continte to dialogue on these issues going forward.

In Baku, | also participated in the international conferenc
nThe rol e of Parl i ament i

21n Washington, OSCE PA's Tsereteli and Montella welcome U.S. role in tHg @%€bruary 2018,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®)18/inwashingtoroscepas-tsereteiandmontella
welcomeu-s-role-in-the-osce

BMi gration, violent extremism, climate change, ar ms
agenda 23 February 2018\ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presz018/migrationviolent
extremismclimate changearmscontrotandfake-newstop-oscepa-s-winter-meetingagenda

YHighl evel OSCE PA delegation in Baku emphasizes Azerb
operation 12 March 2018https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres?018/highleveloscepa
delegationin-bakuemphasizesizerbaijars-potentiatasbridgefor-dialogueandco-operation
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cooperation and cul tur al

by the Parliament of Azerbaijamé the Silk Road Suppo
Group led by our colleague Azay Guliyev. In my remark
pointed out t hat the OSCI
activities are among its greatest successes. In times wh
OSCE countries are becoming increasingly aware ofitlke
between economic success and individual security, | foc
on the key role that parliamentarians must play to fa\
economic opportunities and increase trade to support ses
across the OSCE aréa.

Later in March | was in Berlin to sign the wifll agreemen
to hold our Annual Session here in Berlin with Bundes
President Wolfgang Schauble. | commended Germany ft
steadfast support to OSCE commitments and our Organiz
and also discussed a range of issues including the situat
and around Ukraine and the fight against terrorism
appreciated this opportunity to also meet with Treasurer [
Barnett and other Members of the German delegation.

Immediately after, | was in Warsaw for meetings with
Polish parliament and the ODIHR. With our Polish colleac
| discussed a number of issues, including dome
developments on judiciary reform and the rule of law. | ¢
not ed Pol anlnhtesttothe OSCE and exprass
appreciation for the active participation of Poli
parliamentarians in our activities, including electi
observation.

In my meetings with ODIHR, | highlighted th
parliamentarians bring added value to election observa
the political experience of parliamentarians complem:
ODI HRG6 s e x p e-etmi observaton, goroducing
stronger, more credible assessment of the elections. | th
is important that we continue to emphasize that elec
observation needspolitical leadership underpinned [
credible longterm analysis. It is this combination that mal

SOSCEPAPresiden Tseretel. stresses paroperaoma Bakwinternationaldé r ol e
conferencel3 March 2018https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®018/oscepapresident
tseretelistresseparliamentariansole-in-economieco-operationatbakuinternationalconference

16 President of th®undestag and OSCE PA President finalize agreement to bring OSCE parliamentarians to Berlin
for Annual Sessiqr21 March 2018https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres?018/presidenbf-
the-bundestasand-oscepapresidentfinalize-agreemento-bring-osceparliamentarianso-berlin-for-anrualsession
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the OSCE an indisputable leader of election observe
recognized throughout the word.

April 2018

The Copenhagen Bureau meeting was the occasionddo|
exchange with the Assembl
issues and prepare PA activities in the-wmto the Berlin
Annual Session.

Following this, | was in Bishkek to take part in the Cen
Asian Regional Heads of Mission Meeting and foetaial
consul tations. | commende:
with the OSCE and called for sustained efforts to adv:
security and stability in the region. In my bilateral talks
recogni zed Kyrgyzstanos
consolidating demcratic values, while also encouragi
continued vigilance and sustained progress to streng
democratic institutions.
support for OSCE Field Missions equipped with rok
mandates. | also underlined the importance obdyce
ordination both within the OSCE and with our internatio
partners to successfully
visit was also a good opportunity to exchange with stud
from the OSCE Academy, as well as assess preparatiot
the 2018Autumn Meeting'®

May 2018

In May, | took part in the Lisbon conference on cybersect
organized by the Portuguese parliament under the leade
of our colleague Vicé’resident Isabel Santos. On the marg¢
of that conference | also met with governmiaterlocutors to
express our gratitude for

our work. In my remarks, | pointed out that in an increasir
digital world, armed conflicts are not the only breeding gro
for threats against governments and citizensyloerspace
we see new challenges emerging and old challenges evo

17 Election observation, rule of law and internationat@peration focus of OSCE PA visit to Polag8 March 2018,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presa018/electiorobservatiorrule-of-law-andinternational
co-operationrfocusof-oscepavisit-to-poland

8 1n visit to Kyrgyzstan, OSCE PA PresideneiBseli welcomes OSCE engagement, calls for continued attention to
democratic reforms20 April 2018 https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presz018/invisit-to-
kyrgyzstanroscepapresidentsereteliwelcomesosceengagementallsfor-continuedattentionrto-democratie

reforms
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Whether the issue is child sexual exploitation, terrc
recruitment, or crimes such as identity theft and fraud,
internet offers new opportunities for criminals and extrem
This conference was timely to ensure that we resy
effectively in a proportionate way to these thréats.

| then travelled to Eastern Ukraine as part of a delegation
consisting of President Emeritus and Special Represeni
on Mediation, Mr. llkka Kanerva, Third Committee Chair &
Special Representative on OSCE Border Issues Mr. Igr
Sanchez Amor, rad Special Representative on East
Europe, Mr. Kent Harstedt. Our delegation travelled to a
close to the frontline in eastern Ukraine where we met "
internally displaced persons and people living in the con
zone. We exchanged with local NG@sd internationa
humanitarian organizations, as well as with representa
from the Donetsk and Luhansk regional administrations
better understand the tragic humanitarian situation.

We took a close look at buildings damaged by hostilities
obseved government efforts to restore infrastructure. Al
checkpoints on the line of contact we witnessed
considerable extent to which mine fields and areas conta
unexploded ordinances pose a threat to civiligs saw that
everybody in the regiohas in reality become a casualty
war with the targeting of civilian housing and hospite
destruction of schools, and extensive damage to agricu
production.

Our visit contributed to gain extensive insight into the worl
the Special Monitorig Mission. We saw a demonstration
the operation of short range, medium range and long r
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVS) equipped with came
that monitor the region and follow up on ceéise violations.
Many of them have been made inoperable hycteonic
jamming or even shot down, in flagrant violation of the Mit
accords. We wunderlined th
serving as a reliable point of contact for all people in

19 protectiors against cyber threats must build trust and uphold fundamental freedoms, say OSCE parliamentarians
at Lisbon conference88 May 2018https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®018/protections
againstcyberthreatsmustbuild-trustandupholdfundamentafreedomssayosceparliamentarianst-lisbon

conference
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conflict region, and providing credible and detai
information tothe international communit.

We then travelled to Kyiv to meet governmental ¢
parliamentary leaders, including President Petro Poroshe
Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin, and Deputy Chairperson
the Verkhovna Rada Iryna Herashchenko. | reiteraked
OSCE PAO6s solidarity with
tragedies on a daily basis and renewed our call for the
implementation of the Minsk Agreements to end this ari
conflict. In our discussions, we supported efforts to laun: &
UN peacekeepirg mission to be deployed in the whc §
conflict area including the border with Russia, which wo
finally make a fully effective monitoring by the SMI
possible. We also stressed the importance of pursuing
domestic reforms necessary to implement the skii
Agreements and urged OSCE participating States to prio
assisting the country in its efforts to ease the plight of th
to two million internally displaced persofis.

Later in May | was in Tirana for bilateral meetings with -
Albanian governrant and parliament, including President
Meta, Speaker Gramoz Ruci, and Foreign Minister Bus
Among other topics, we discussed deepening thapepation
between the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly and Albani
well as the challenges the countrydaaen the implementatio
of decisive reforms. | appreciated the valuable work of
OSCE Presence in Albania headed by Ambassador Borcl
which testifies to the important contribution that the OS
can offer in assisting Albania accomplish its ambgigoals.
The Visit wa s usef ul to

significance for the OSCE and to reaffirm our commitm
and determination to continue actively engaging with Albe
and the whole South East European region following
retirement of our fecial Representative, Mr. Roberto Battt

20 OSCE parliamentarians, visiting Donbas, call for urgent steps to ease humanitarian sitdatigiay 2018,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presa018/osceparliamentariansisiting-donbascall-for-
urgentstepsto-easehumanitariamsituation

21 In meetings with President Poroshenko and other senior Ukrainian representatives in Kyiv, OSCE PA delegation
discusses ways to end fighting and reduce suffetifigiay 2018https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/press
releases/pres®018/inmeetingswith-ukrainianpresideniporoshenkeandotherseniorukrainianrepresentatives-
Kyiv-oscepadelegationdiscussesvaysto-endfighting-andreducesuffering
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after his more than 25 years of service on behalf of
Assembly??

June 2018

In June,l met in Thilisi with a delegatiorof 25 Permanen
Representatives to the OSCanhd discussed with thethe
OSCEPAGs agendaur priarity ¢cssuesdsuch @
terrorism, migration, protracted conflicts, electic
observation, anthe crisis in and around Ukrain&e also hac
a fruitful conversation o our efforts to build ceoperation
within the OSCE family

At the end of the month, | undertook the first OSCE

presidential visit to Moldova in almost a decade, whe
lauded recent achievements in the Transdniestrian settle
process and encouraged both Chisinau and Tiraspol to s|
the momentum of progressthe coming months to create t
necessary conditions for a comprehensive and pea
resolution of the conflict. | noted that at a time when Eurof
security and stability are threatened, Chisinau and Tirasp«
setting a positive example for thest of the OSCE area, whe
conflict resolution has been characterized by lack of prog

As part of my visit, | travelled through the he Gura Biclil
Bychok bridge, which reopened last November after b
closed to traffic since the 1992 conflich Tiraspol, | alsc
visited a joint vehicle registration office, which will allow fi
the participation of vehicles from Transdniestria

international traffic starting on 1 September 201saw that,
as a result ofecentagreements, people on both sid¢she
Dniester/Nistru  River can already notice tangi
improvements to their daily lives arehcouragedChisinau
and Tiraspoto continue to display resolve to overcotheir

remaining differenceso pave the way foa longterm and
comprehensive settigent.

As part of my visit, | also et with the extraparliamentary
opposition, civil society representatives and members o
international community to discuss recent politice

22|n Tirana, OSE PA President Tsereteli reaffirms OSCE commitment to South East Europe and, 2baniy
2018, https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®)18/intiranaoscepapresidenttseretelireaffirms
oscecommitmenito-southeasteuropeandalbania
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developments and stress tieed to reinforce the rule of la
and thendependence of the judiciaiy Moldova??

Immediately after, | traveled to London to participate ii
regional forum on the Western Balkamssted by the Hous
of Lords There, | underlined thenportance of continuing
reform efforts to strengthen demaoatic institutions anc
reiterated our collective commitment to South East Eufby

July 2018

During our Berlin Annual Session, | was honotete electec
to my first full term as President of the OSCE Parliamen
Assembly. Together, we adopted a strong Berlin Declare
which underlined the essentiaii c o mmi t men
fundamental principles of international law, human rights
the ruleof law enshrined in the UN Charter and the Helsi
Final Act and c adrelater dcommitment fron
governments to the OSCEDO
détente, including through the strengthening of arms co
regimes, security sector reform, the e@pment of
confidence and securitybuilding measures, and the gec
faith implementation of agreemerits.

Immediately after ouannual meetingl participated in the
Leinsweiler seminar hosted by our Treasurer Doris Bal
(Germany), which this year fased on how to prevent ethr
conflicts through law and the exchange of best practice. li
remarks, | warned that nationalist rhetoric as well as unila
actions have threatened t
ability to find common ground. | also teal that minorities
should be seen as an asset for OSCE countries, where th

Deﬁtschor Bundestag q

2 pProgress in Transdniestrian settlement leads way for conflict resolutiOS@E area, says PA President in
Moldovg 26 June 201&ttps:/www.oscepa.org/newamedia/presseleases/pres2018/progresin-transdniestrian

settlemenieadsway-for-conflict-resolutionin-osceareasayspapresidenin-moldova

24 South East Europe must focus on common goals and continue reform, say OSCERAatdashdon semina28
June 2018https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/pessreleases/pres?018/southeasteuropemustfocuson

commongoalsandcontinuereformsayoscepaleadersatlondonseminar

25 Berlin Declaration calls for parliaments to strengthen oversight of OSCE commitments, governments to renew
commitment to dialgue and détentd.1 July 2018https//www.oscepa.org/newa-media/presseleases/press

2018/berlindeclaratiorcalls-for-parliamentso-strengtheroversightof-oscecommitmentsgovernmentgo-renew

commitmentto-dialogueanddetente
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serve as a bridge in intstate relations, in particular in bord
areas?®

| reiterated that message in Udine the following week, or
occasion of the 10th anniversanf the Bolzano/Bozel
Recommendations on National Minorities in |a&iate
Relations organized by the High Commissioner on Natit
Minorities, Ambassador Lamberto Zannier.

| capped that busy first half of July by opening th& aénual 3
South Caucasus Media Conference organized by the C §

Representative on Freedom of the Media in Thilisi. Echc
our Berlin debates, | warned that the instrumentalizatio
Afake newsodo as a politica
and noted thateveryone benefits from ensuring hi
professional media standards. My main point was |
journalists and politicians should work together in the inter §
of good journalism and democraty.

August 2018

Over the summer, we coordinated a plan of agwitogethet
with the International Secretariat. We also continued to v
diligently to modernize our working practices with a view
making the OSCE PA more visible and more effectivi §
visited the International Secretariat in early Septembe
finalize our plans.

September 2018

My first official activity after the summer was n
participation in the openi
Implementation Meeting (HDIM) in Warsaw. TI j
preparations for this yeall
of consesus in Vienna regarding the agenda, and | have ¢
repeated my regret that the basic functioning of
organization is threatened by such disputes. The OSCE P
formulated and implemented several changes to the cons

26 OSCE parliamentarians address ethnic conflictvention in Berlin seminaf.3 July 2018,
http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®0l18osceparliamentariansiddressethnicconflict-
preventionin-berlinrseminar

27 Journalists and politicians should work together in the interests of good journalism and democracy, says OSCE PA
President at Thilisi media conferend® July 2018http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/press
2018/journalistsand politiciansshouldwork-togethetin-the-interestsof-goodjournalismanddemocracysaysosce
papresidenattbilisi-mediaconference
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rule, which | have encouragedrticipating States to conside
In my address to the HDIM, | stressed that open dialogu
controversial issues must continue and opposing views
be heard by all in order to successfully work together tow
implementing OSCE commitments.

| am dad to report that the PA significantly stepped up
engagement with the HDIM this year, as four other Meml|
of our Bureau were in attendance. This sent a positive s
to the rest of our partners regarding our readiness to -
together to promote caountability and advance humi
security for all across the OSCE aféa.

Following this, | was in Yerevan on 412 September to me« |
with President Armen Sarkissian, Speaker Ara Bablo F
Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanyan, as well

parliamentary leasls, civil society representatives, a
students. We discussed a range of issues including ecor §
development, electoral reform, awbrruption efforts,
regional relations, and #
Following a dramatic change of governmertieain 2018, |
was pleased to see a willingness for political forces to v
together constructively, which carried on to the e:
parliamentary elections of December 2648.

On 20 September, | was also in Baku on the occasion ¢
100"anni versary of the est:
parliament. This was a welcome opportunity to foHop/on
my visit of March 2018 with President Ilham Aliyev, Spea
Ogtay Asadov and our colleagues from the Delegatiol
Azerbaijan°

Bothoftese trips were wuseful
continued engagement in the South Caucasus regior |
discuss how parliamentary diplomacy can contribute
advancing peace in the region.

2High-l evel OSCE PA participation at,2Beptempee2®k3, | ar gest h
http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/highleveloscepapartidpationateuropes-largest
humanrights-conference

29 Electoral reforms, regional securityand-coper ati on in focus of OSCIB PA Pres
September 2018ittp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/electorateformsregionalsecurity
andco-operationin-focusof-oscepapresidents-visit-to-armenia

30|n Baku OSCE PA President invites greater role for parliam@hiSeptember 201Bttp://www.oscepa.orgews
amedia/presseleases/presz018/inbakuoscepapresidentinvitesgreatesrole-for-parliament
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On 1314 September, | also visited Rome to ensure ¢
continuedco-ordination with the Italian Chairmanship in tl
run-up to the Milan Ministerial Council meeting. In meetin
with the Chairpersoin-Office Foreign Minister Enzc
Milanesi, Deputy Foreign Minister Guglielmo Picchi, t
President of the Senate, Maria Bligtta Alberti Casellati, th
President of the Chamber of Deputies, Roberto Fico and
high-l e v e | i nterl ocutor s, I
addressing our most pressing challenges.

| also emphasized the importance of overcoming differer
building on shared needs and experiences, and restor
strong commitment to multilateralism. | noted the impori
role played by Italy in promoting greater synergy betweer
parliamentary and governmental structures of

Organization, which has beenaof the concrete deliverabl
of this yearfs Chairmanshi

October 2018

| was pleased to return to Kyrgyzstan for our Autumn Mee
on 36 October to engage in important conversations
challengesuch as migration, trade, terrorism, border sect
and the environment. The exceptional effort put into
organization of this event by the Delegation of Kyrgyzstan
the staff of the Jogorku Kenesh was clear to all

participants,

As | pointed in my opening remarks, parliamentarians, a
with civil society, have a key role to generate political will
support of the implementation of OSCE commitments

shared solutions. Our meeting in Bishkek was again a ( |
opportunity to exchange on new ways to draw on

Member sé exper t iowevorkaim drderna
maximize our impact?*?

31 In Rome visit, President Tsereteli welcomes Italian leadership of the OSCE, urges enhaopeciion for
stability and securityl5 September 201Bitp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres?018/inrome

visit-parliamentaryassemblypresidenttsereteliwelcomesitalian-leadershipof-the-osceurgesenhanceeo-

operationfor-stability-andsecurity

%2 Role of parliaments in promoting regional aimernational security highlighted at OSCE PA Autumn Meeting in
Bishkek 3 October 201&http://www.oscepa.org/newssmedia/presseleases/pres®018/roleof-parliamentsn-

promotingregionatandinternationalsecurityhighlightedatoscepaautumnmeetingin-bishkek

33 Central Asia security, Mediterranean-operaion, migration, trade and environmental challenges in focus at
Bishkek Autumn Meeting October 201&ittp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres018/central

asiasecuritymediterraneaco-operatioamigrationtradeand-environmentathallengesn-focusatbishkekautumn

meetingof-the-osceparliamentaryassembly
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Immediately after the Autumn Meeting, | travelled to Turl | aveasa e e
to participate in the third Meeting of Speakers of Eura:

| Ekim 2018, Antalya/TURKIYE

Countriesd6 Parliament s, h
AEconomic C o 0 p enena tamdo Bustainahl
Devel opment in Eurasiao. |

that unfulfiled agreements have made it more difficult
work together in the pursuit of economic success acros
OSCE area.

Our growing challenges necessitate closmllaboration
between Eurasian countries and regional and internat
organizations, and the meeting was a good opportunii
discuss some of our most pressing challenges with
parliamentary leadership of a number of OSCE countries
partners. Orthe margins of the conference, | held sewv«
bilateral meetings, including with Speakers from Turk |
Slovakia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. | also exchanged |
the Speakers from Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, South Korea and
Heads of Delegation from Tajikest, Turkmenistan, an
Mongolia3*

| was then in Vienna on 11 October for the traditional add §
to the OSCE Permanent Council, where | presented the E
Declaration and encouraged our governments to conside
work and recommendations as they predafor the Milan
meeting. | regretted the lack of improvement of the stat
health of the OSCE since my first address in January
We continue to see signs of growing dysfunctionality, wi |
not only endangers the very existence of the OSCE, but
exacerbates tensions between our countries. During
qguestion and answer session, exchanges with C
ambassadors echoed concerns over the general state
Organization, and the inability to achieve progress in sol
conflicts in the OSCE aré4.

While in Vienna, | also took the opportunity to participate
a roundtable on the role of the OSCE in the context of-E
We s t relations as part l

34 Respect for commitments crucial to achieve sustainable economic development in Eurasia, says PA President
October 2018http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/respeefor-commitmentscruciatto-
achievesustainableeconomiedevelopmentn-euragsa-sayspapresident

35 OSCE tools must be used in the collective interest of all, President Tsereteli says in speech to OSCE ambassadors
in Vienng 11 October 201 ttp://www.oscepa.org/newssmedia/presseleases/pres018/osceoolsmustbe
usedin-the-collectiveinterestof-all-presidemnitseretelisaysin-speechio-osceambassado+s-vienna
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conference, and participated in the celebration of tHe
anniversary of the openini
Office.

Following this, | was in Bratislava to confer with o
coll eagues ahead of Sl ove
OSCE. | met once again with Speaker Andrej Danko; but
with the incoming OSCE ChairpersamOffice, Foreign

Minister Miroslav Lajcak; and t Slovak Delegation led b |;

Petr Osusky. This visit W
excellentceoper ati on with 1 taly

expertise is called updn -

At the taitend of that trip, | was in Geneva @B-16 October
to address the IntdParliamentary Union and meet IF
President Gabriela Cuevas Barron to explore ways
Assembly can strengthen -operation with regiona
parliaments and parliamentary assemblies to build gre
coherence and effectiversesn our global parliamentar
work .3’

November 2018

In early November, I led our observation mission to the Ur
States for the midterm elections together with MReesident
Isabel SantosThis was a very politically important missio
as the midem elections were the first natiamde
opportunity to vote following the change of administratior
the United States two years ago. We put together an impc
statement that will hopefully be of use in coming yéérs.

Our mission was another strongnuenstration that we tre:

all countries equally and hold them to the same standar |

was also important that our delegation included se\
Members of the Russian parliament. It is a credit to our v
and mission that we took this inclusive approactt that our

i b

r“i

Recent trends
and best
in the OScE area Riactices

36 President Tsereteli highlights complementary work of PA in visit to incoming Slovak Chairmassbigtober
2018, http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/presidentseretelihighlightscomplementary

work-of-pain-visit-to-incomingslovakchairmanship

37 OSCE PA Presideiighlights interparliamentary ceoperation at IPU meeting?3 October 2018,
http://www.oscepa.org/nessa-media/presseleases/pres®018/oscepapresidenthighlightsinter-parliamentaryco-

operationatipu-meeting

38 US elections highly competitive, but voting rights not guaranteed for all groups, obseryetsNeagember 2018,
http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/uselectionshighly-competitivebutvoting-rights

not-guaranteedor-all-groupsobserverssay
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Russian colleagues could contribute to our work, despite¢

difficulties stemming from the 2016 election.

The following week, | returned to Italy to participate in

OSCE seminar on antorruption, where | highlighted th: {8l

parliamentariansare essential partners in the fight agal
corruption. On the margins of the conference, | met with
Special Representative of the OSCE Chairpemsddffice on
Combating Corruption, Paola Severino, to discuss syne
between the OSCE executive stures and the Parliamenta
Assembly in enhancing transparency and accountal
across the OSCE area. | w¢
active work in the field of anttorruption and expressed ho
that future OSCE Chairmanships would maintain #tieng
engagement?

| carried on to the Vatican on 12 November and to San Me
on 1314 November for the firsdver visit there by a Preside
of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. These visits v
useful to reaffirm the equal importance we attachlt®©S8ICE
participating States and to demonstrate the valu
contributions of small an
inclusiveness is one its strongest as$¥fs.

Later that month, | was in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan fo
third visit to Central Asa of 2018, this time accompanied
the new Special Representative on Central Asia, Mr. Ra
Haider from Austria.

In Nur-Sultan on 120 November, | commended Kazakhs
for their strong support of the OSCE and their commitmel
the success of the Onmgaation. We discussed a wide range
issues, including theRr esi dent Nazarl
host an OSCE Summit in 2020 to renew the Helsinki F
Act. | have welcomed this idea, which would provide

s
UNlVERSA -
DECLARATION ¢
HUMAN RiGH

3% 1n Rome, OSCE PA President highlights role of parliamentarians in fight against corrupfidcdovember 2018,
http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/inromeoscepapresidenthighlightsrole-of-

parliamentariangn-fight-againstcorruption

40 Meeting with authorities at theéatican, OSCE PA President and Secretary General welcome contributions of Holy

See 13 November 201&ittp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/meetig-with-authoritiesat

the-vaticaroscepapresidentandsecretarygeneralwelcomecontributionsof-holy-see

41 OSCE PA President Tsereteli and Secretary General Montella meet with leaders of San MaNowember
2018, http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/oscepapresidentsereteliandsecretary

generalmontellameet-with-leadersof-sanrmarina
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through more highevel political dialogue?

Mr. Haider and | were joined in Tashkent by the Chair of
OSCE PA General Committee on Democracy, Human Ri
and Humanitarian Questions Margret Kiener Nellen on
November. We voiced our ppeciation for the continue
engagement of Uzbekistan with the OSCE and
Parliamentary Assembly, we and discussed |
parliamentary diplomacy can contribute to stability ¢
development in Central Asfd.

Ms. Kiener Nellenand | finished the week in Samarkand
address the Asian Forum on Human Rights and stres
central role that parliaments play in upholding human ri¢
commitments domestically and internationdfly.

December 2018

Together with Members of our Bureauparticipated in the |
OSCE Ministerial Council Meeting in Milan on-%
December. In my opening session address, | pointed out
strong OSCE is needed to serve as a forum for real confid:
building in these periods of tensions between East and.\
| also underlined to the OSCE Foreign Ministers that i
really up to governments to strengthen the OSCE, to pt
meaningful dialogue, and to demonstrate good faitt [}
implementing commitments. |

| reiterated those points in a number of kighel blateral |
meetings with the foreign ministers of Turkey, the Rus:
Federation, Albania, and Moldova and the Head of Deleg:
from Morocco, as well as in a number of inforn

42 OSCEKazakhstan relations commended by PA President, Special Representative on Central Asia applauds
diplomatic achievementd9 November 201&ttp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres?018/osce
kazakhstamrelationscommendesby-oscepapresidenispecialrepresentativ®n-centralasiaapplaudsdiplomatic
achievementmn-region

43 Reform agenda and role of parliament and parliamentary diplomacy highlighted in OSCE PA visit to Uzbekistan
21 November 2018 ttp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®018/reformagendaandrole-of-
parliamentandparliamentay-diplomacyhighlightedin-oscepavisit-to-uzbekistan

44 |n Samarkand forum, PA President and human rights Chair stress parliamentary role in human rights promotion
23 November 201&ttp://www.oscepa.org/newssmedia/presseleases/pres®)18/insamarkandorum-pa
presidentandhumanrights-chairstressparliamentaryole-in-humanrightspromotion

45 Strong OSCE needed to navigate uncertain waters, OSCE PA President Tsereteli says at opening of Ministerial
Council in Milan 6 December 201&ittp://www.oscepa.org/newssmedia/presseleases/presa)18/strongpsce
neededo-navigateuncertainwatersoscepapresidenttseretelisaysatopeningof-ministeriatcouncitin-milan.
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conversations on the sidelines of the Ministerial Council \
ministers and abmssadors, including representatives fr
Italy, the United States, the United Kingdom, Switzerle
Azerbaijan, Montenegro, Sweden and Frafice.

January 2019

As is now established practice, | was in Vienna in-daduary
to address the OSCE Permanentu@ul and outline the
priorities and work of our Parliamentary Assembly in the r g
up to our 2019 Annual Session.

| noted that our current environment and the behavio
several participating States clearly demonstrates the ne¢
more sustainabilty n t he OSCEG6s wor
OSCE with the resources it needs to do its job. In that re:
I highlighted the PAOGs poc
of the consensus rule and establish modalities that alloy
this organization to functm | also stressed that the ne
Sl ovak OSCE Chai r ma rogehatiop
benef it those we wultimate
focus on delivering effective resufts.

As part of my visit to Vienna, met with the President of th
Austrian National Council and Head of the Delegation
Austria to the OSCE PA Wolfgang Sobotka for talks focu
on the crisis in and around Ukraine. | also exchanged witt
colleagues in the Austrian delegation on future PA activi
including election obsgation and participation in OSC
events®® In meetings with OSCE Secretary General Thol
Greminger, OSCE Representative on Media Freedom He
Désir and Permanent Representative of Slovakia Rad
Bohac we discussed ways to further strengthen institutic
co-operation and make use of the parliamentary toolbo
support of OSCE commitments and priorities.

¢ In high-level meetings in Milan, PA President urges steps to build confidence, insists on implementation of
international agreement§ December 2018ittp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/presz018/inhigh

levelbilateratmeetingsin-milan-oscepa-presidenturgesstepsto-build-confidenceinsistson-implementatiorof-

internationalagreements

4In address to the Permanent Council and meetings in Vienna, PA President Tsereteli urges a strong OSCE for real
confidencebuilding, 18 January 201%ttp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®019/inaddresgo-

the-permanentouncitandmeetingsin-viennapapresidenttsereteliurgesa-strongoscefor-reatconfidence

building.

48 Austrian leadership important for OSCE says PA President in Vidnhaanuary 2019,
http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®019/austriadeadershigmportantfor-oscesayspa

presidenin-vienna
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On 2122 January | was in Moldova to stress the importe
of the upcoming parliamentary elect®rMy second visit i¢
less than a year, coming just days after a visit by the O
Chairpersornn-Office, Slovak Foreign Minister Mirosla
Lajcak, also reiterated the importance being paid
developments in Moldova by the OSCE. With public trus
the rde of law and democratic institutions at stake, | callec
all my interlocutors to contribute to ensure that these elec
meet the high standards expected by Moldovan citiZens.

February 2019

On 58 February | participated in forums in Washingtorg
and held a series of meetings to underline the importan
U.S. engagement for European security. | was pleasec
these discussions emphasized the continued commitme
colleagues in the United States Congress to contribute to |
and stabilityacross Europe.

While in Washington, | had the opportunity to attend the | |
Presidentdos State of the |
exchange with Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Secretary of
Mike Pompeo on the margins of the National Pre
Breakfast. As part of myisit | addressed a seminar held
the challenges facing South East Europe and the Ru
Federationdés role in the
Inhofe and promoted by Fatmir Mediu (Albania). The ev
was also attended by several OSCE PA Members fren
United States and South East European countries.

I n di scussions with the | e
Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations, | a
underlined the importance of increasing synergy betw
international organizati@working on conflict resolution an |
postconflict rehabilitatiorr®

In my home country of Georgia, | met on 11 February with
OSCE Chairpersem-Office Miroslav Lajcak to exchang

4%In Moldova, OSCE PA President stresses importance of upcoming elections for public trust in inst&8tions
January 201%ttp://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®019/inmoldovaoscepapresidentstresses

importanceof-upcomingelectionsfor-public-trustin-institutions

50 In Washington, OSCE PA President underlines U.S. role in preserving European st@fibtyruary 2019,
http://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®019/inwashingtoroscepapresidentunderlinesu-srole-

in-preservingeuropearstability.
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notes on developments in the OSCE area, including
OF CONFLICT

situation of theoccupied territories of Georgia. * TABILIZATION
% 'ERATIONS

7

We met again in Vienna on the margins of our Wir
Meeting, which was the occasion for me to hold a serie
bilateral meetings, including with the U.S. and Rus:
delegations, as well as the delegations of Albanid
Armenia, and the Chairman of the Kazakh Mazhilis Nui
Nigmatulin. | also met with OSCE Secretary General Tho
Greminger and representatives from regional parliamer
organizations?

During our Winter Meeting in ViennaaskedVice-President
Margareta Cederfelt to carry out a report on the investige |
of the assassination of Boris Nemtsov, upon the reque
several Members and Russian civil society and based on
by our Assemblyhe previous yean Berlin.

Immediately after, | led ourobserver mission for th
parliamentary elections in Moldova as SpeciatdZdinator.
Together with our institutional partners, we produced a ro
statement which will be useful as Moldova continues
democratization effort, and which will help guidersmof the
political conversations we will hold with our Moldov:
parliamentary colleagues in the years to céfne.

Ahead of the Ukrainian presidential election, | also travele
Kyiv to meet presidential candidates and key stakehol
We met with a whle range of interlocutors including from tl
media, civil society, and the diplomatic corps, giving u
good overall picture of the situation. Together with Treas
Doris Barnett, we took note of concerns regarding
campaign including allegations afisuse of state resourc
and votebuying. We also underlined that every allegat
needs to be fadiased, substantiated and addressed tc
appropriate state bodies. Five years since the mome
Euromaidan events of February 2014, we recognized
holding a competitive, peaceful and watiministered

5! Migration, countet er r ori sm, corruption and more deRaFemuUry at OF
2019, https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®)19/migratiorcounterterrorismcorruptionand
more-debateehatoscepas-wintermeetingin-vienna

52Fundamentalights generally respected in competitive Moldovan elections, though campaign tainted by violations,
observers say25 February 201Bttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®019/fundamental
rightsgenerallyrespectedn-competitivemoldovanrelectionsthoughcampaigrtaintedby-violationsinternational
observerssay
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presidential election was vital to advance the democ
development of Ukraine and promote stability and securii
the OSCE regior®

March 2019

On 2526 March | visited the Grand Duchy of Luxembourc
finalize with the Chamber of Deputies the agreement to
our 28th Annual Session in Luxembourg City. Together \
Secretary General Roberto Montella, we met with Grand L
Henri, Prime MinisteiXavier Bettel, Speaker Fernand Etge
Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn, as well as members o
Standing Committee of the Chamber of Deputies and

Delegation of Luxembourg to the OSCE PA led by Eug _

Berger>

There, we voiced appreciation for Luxeno ur g 6 s
support to the OSCE and appreciate the full commitmel E
the authorities for the successful organization of our e\
Topics of discussion included major international issi
particularly the crisis in and around Ukraine, protrac
conflicts, the situation in Georgia, human rights, OSCE
activities, and the future emperation between Luxembou
and the PA.

| then traveled to The Hague for meetings aimed at reinfor
bilateral ceoperation with the Dutch parliament and jo
work between the Parliamentary Assembly and the O

High Commissioner on National Minorities (HCNIMP). "

I met with Khadija Arib, President of the House
Representatives, Ankie Broekefsiol, President of the |
Senate, and members of the delegation of the Netherlar i
the OSCE PA. Our discussions touched on major internat
issues, including the situation in Ukraine, humanital
consequences of active and protracted armed conflicts i

53 Tsereteli and Barnett in Kyiv in advance of election observa#irirebruary 201%ittps://www.oscepa.org/news
a-media/presseleases/pres®)19/tseretelandbarnettin-kyiv-in-advanceof-electiorrobservation

54 In Luxembourg, OSCE PA President and Secretary General sign agreement for 2019 Annual Session; hold high
level meg&ngs 26 March 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/pessreleases/presd019/inluxembourgosce

papresidentandsecretarygeneralsign-agreemenfor-2013annualsessiorhold-high-levelmeetings

55 President Tsereteli reinforces-operation between the PA, Dutch Parliament and High Commissioner on
NationalMinorities in visit to The Hagye8 March 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/press

releases/pres®019/presidentseretelireinforcesco-operationbetweerthe-padutchparliamentandhigh-

commissioneon-nationatminoritiesin-visit-to-the-hague

22


https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/press-2019/tsereteli-and-barnett-in-kyiv-in-advance-of-election-observation
https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/press-2019/tsereteli-and-barnett-in-kyiv-in-advance-of-election-observation
https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/press-2019/in-luxembourg-osce-pa-president-and-secretary-general-sign-agreement-for-2019-annual-session-hold-high-level-meetings
https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/press-2019/in-luxembourg-osce-pa-president-and-secretary-general-sign-agreement-for-2019-annual-session-hold-high-level-meetings
https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/press-2019/president-tsereteli-reinforces-co-operation-between-the-pa-dutch-parliament-and-high-commissioner-on-national-minorities-in-visit-to-the-hague
https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/press-2019/president-tsereteli-reinforces-co-operation-between-the-pa-dutch-parliament-and-high-commissioner-on-national-minorities-in-visit-to-the-hague
https://www.oscepa.org/news-a-media/press-releases/press-2019/president-tsereteli-reinforces-co-operation-between-the-pa-dutch-parliament-and-high-commissioner-on-national-minorities-in-visit-to-the-hague

OSCE region, and relations with Russia. | welcomed Di
initiatives aimed at resolving practical issues betw
opposing OSCE countries.

In a visit to the HCNM, | was briefed by Ambassar
Lamberto Zannier and staff on current regional and then
isstes, as well as future projects and events. The visit was
an occasion to discuss ways to concretely increase
operation between OSCE parliamentarians and the HC
through participation in joint visits and events. | voiced str
support for the worlof the HCNM and committed the PA
engage with OSCE parliaments in order to ensure that H(
recommendations and guidelines are taken into account
developing national legislation, with a view of easing
ethnic tensions across the OSCE area.

April 2019

On the occasion of our Bureau Meeting in Copenhagen
April, we welcomed Albanian President llir Meta, w
discussed preparations underway in Albania for
assumption of the 2020 OSCE Chairmanship, and O
Secretary General Thomas Gremingeho emphasized it i
necessary to rebuild trust and ensure the Organizatic
equipped with needed resources for it to be effective. In
exchanges, | noted in particular the importance of overcot
the political differences that have stood in thay of
principled discussions and removing obstacles that con
to delay the OSCE budget from being adopted in a tir
fashion and prevents OSCE institutions from carrying
their mandate®®

In a lengthy conversation with President Meta, we i
discussed Albanian domestic challenges and poli
developments.Both Secretary General Montella and
wel comed Al bani ads commi t |
which is an act of courage, responsibility, and genero
With the Chairmanship in sight, wdressed the need fc
Albanian politicians to promote a positive image throt
political convergence and compromise that must materii

S6Assembly leadership meets in Copmgdn, hears from Albanian President and OSCE Secretary GeBekalil
2019, https://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®)19/assembleadershipmeetsin-copenhagen
hearsfrom-albaniarpresidertandoscesecretarygeneral
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in the appropriate fora, through responsible dialogue ant
operation Throughout this spring we have closely follow
developments in Albania and have stood ready to engag
expertise and instruments in-cor di nati on w
governmental side and institutiotls

Two weeks later, | served as Speciat@dinatorand leadet
of the shorterm OSCE observer mission for the second ro
of the presidential election in Ukraine. Working closely w
the ODIHR, the European Parliament, the Parliamer
Assembly of the Council of Europe, and our own delega
led by Dais Barnett, our presence was crucial to suppc
democratic and orderly transfer of power and continu
assi st Ukraine in the <col
good governanc®.

On 29 April, I met in Minsk with Belarusian Preside
Aleksandr Lukalenko to emphasize the importance of cl
co-operation between Belarus and the PA, discuss effor
put an end to the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine throug
Minsk negotiating process, and address the statu:
democratic reforms. | also followedp on the need t
safeguard fundamental rights and ensure an even playing
ahead of parliamentary electiongith Speaker Viadimit
Andreichenko, the Head of the Delegation of Belarus to
OSCE PA, Boleslav Pirshtukand epresentatives fror
oppositin parties and civil socief.

My visit to Belarus served to participate in the parliamen
conference of the Silk Road Support Group, hosted by
National Assembly of the Republic of Belarus under the th
AnBel t and Road: D e e pustainabie
Devel opment a nidnoted rconsepe waice
regarding the growing influence of China in the OSCE a
including during our Copenhagen Bureau meeting,

57 Albanian President Meta meets with OSCE PA President and Secretary Ger@wvakithagen9 April 2019,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presa019/dbanianpresidenimetameetswith-oscepa

presidentandsecretarygeneralin-copenhagen

58 Fundamental freedoms respected in competitive Ukraine election, though campaign lacked genuine discussion of
issues, observers sa32 April 2019 https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/mss2019/fundamental

freedomsrespectedn-competitiveukraineelectionthoughcampaigalackedgenuinediscussiorof-issues

internationalobserversay

%91n visit to Belarus, PA President underlines need for democratic reform, parliamentary ove28igptil 2019,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presa019/invisit-to-belaruspapresidentunderlinesneedfor-

democratiereform-parliamentaryoversight
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welcomed this opportunity to encourage greater parliamel
oversight over Beland Road projects.

May 2019

In early May, | participated in the fifth Leinsweiler semin
which this yearexplored lessons learned from Europe
history on the power of economics as an instrument of cor
prevention and rehabilitation or as a sowe of conflict.
Together with Doris Barnettwe underlined that the aim «
these seminars is to promote dialogue between O
participating States at a time where entrenched position:
nationalist rhetoric, as well as unilateral actions which
contrary to the founding principles of the OSCE, he
threatened to undermine trust and the ability to find com
ground®

Later that month, | took part in a study visit to explore the I
and global impact of climate change together with Sec
Committee Chair Nilza de Sena (Portugal), Rapporteur E

Gjebrea Hoxha (Albania), and the Delegation of Norway jge.

by Siv Mossleh and VicePresident Kari Henriksen.In §
Sval bard, one of the worl ¢
witnessed new local realities in the High North and consid
how climate change poses security risks for the entire O
region. This visit was impornt for us to better understal
the concerns emerging from Norway and other Ar
countries!

In meetingswvith Storting President Tone Trgen, Minister
Climate and Environment Ola Elvestuen, and Foreign Aft
State Secretary Marianne Hagen in Osloe further
highlighted the need forArctic countries to maintait
concerted efforts to safeguard the High North as an ar¢ |
peaceful ceoperation, while all OSCE countries must com
to the protection of the nature and biodiversity of the Arct

60 parliamentarians discuss economic drivers of conflict andperation at OSCE PA seminar in Leinsweiler,
Germany 6 May 2019https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®019/parliamentariandiscuss

economiedriversof-conflict-and-co-operationat-oscepa-seminasin-leinsweilergermany

51 In visit to Arctic region, OSCE PA leadership explores local and global impact of climate ¢cBanday 2019,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presz019/invisit-to-arcticregionoscepaleadership

exploreslocalandglobalimpactof-climatechamge
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In order to support international -@peration and securit
dialogue in the High North, and alert OSCE parliamentar
to the threat of climate change, | have appointed T
Eidsheim (Norway) as Special Representative on Al
Issues. | look forward to hevork to involve parliamentarian
in efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate chafrge.

June 2019

On 23 June, | was in Bratislava to address the Spring Se:
of the NATO Parliamentary Assemblyl underlined thai &
challenges to the European security haecture call for
greater transatlantic and p&uwropean caperation. This
requires both our Organizations and our Assembiee:
reinforce our partnership to achieve a safe and secure E
without divisions.

I had fruitful talks with NATO PA PresideMadeleine Moon
(MP, United Kingdom) and NATO PA Secretary Gene
David Hobbs to explore opportunities for the NATO PA ¢
the OSCE PA to deepen their relationship. In light of
OSCE PAOGs wupcoming Autumn
October, we discusseways for the two parliamentar
assemblies to work together to tackle security challenge
the Mediterranean regids.

Later that week | was glad to take part with several o
Members in a conference on parliamentary overs
organized by théarliament of Georgia and ODIHR. In n
keynote addressghlled for continued attention to uphold a =5
strengthen OSCE parl i amen
accountable, as a way to ensure that state actions are ef
and that they respond to theaus of the publié?

521n Oslo, OSCE PA delegation urges continued focus on High North, Tsereteli names new Special Representative on
Arctic Issues24 May 2019https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®019/inoslo-oscepa
delegationurgescontinuedfocuson-the-high-north-presidentsereteinames-new-specialrepresentativ@n-arctic

issues

63 |n address to NATO PA, OSCE PA President Tsereteli calls for stronger partnership to defend common values and
tackle security challenge8 June 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presz019/inaddress
to-natepariamentarian®scepapresidenttseretelicallsfor-strongerpartnershipto-defendcommonvaluesand
tacklesecuritychallenges

64 Robust oversight key to rule of law, stress OSCE parliamentarians in ,Tbilishe 2019,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®)19/robusbversightkey-to-rule-of-law-stressosce
parliamentarianin-tbilisi
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In Kazakhstan, | served as Speciat@dinator and leader ¢
some 300 shottierm observers for the early presiden
election. This election represented an important momen
Kazakhstands soci ety theslong
serving first president was not competing. While there v
seven candidates, including for the first time a woman,
election showed that there is a need for genuine demo
consolidation and significant political, social and le |
reforms.| encouraged the new President, former OSCE |
Vice-President Kassyrmlomart Tokayev, and authorities
seize this opportunity, strengthen trust in the institutions [
meet the expectations of the people of KazakHStan.

Immediately after this importantvork in NurSultan, |
participated i n t he i Ba
Cooperation and Securityo
Azerbaijan, Germany, and Turkey. This was ano
opportunity for highlevel dialogue with the Azerbaijar
authorities to furter advance parliamentary contributions |4
peace in the South Caucasus. x

For my last activity prior to this Annual Session, | visi
Cyprus to encourage continued engagement in parliame J§
diplomacy to tackle enduring and emerging challenges
meetingswith President of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades,
President of the House of Representatives Demetris Sylic |
Foreign Minister Nicos Christodoulides, and Minister
Finance Harris Georgi adec¢
engagement in our complex agendaderlined that the worl
of the delegation led by Irene Charalambides and of our 1
Committee Rapporteur Kyriakos Hadjiyianni provic
leadership in several key areas including the defence of h
rights, the fight against corruption, and outreacpaxiners in
the southern Mediterranean and the Middle East.

My visit also included a visit to the UN Buffer Zone and-
offices of the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICY
where | heard more about ongoing efforts to create

e L1 1 e < ’\ =y
conditions for a camprehensive and durable settlement of . e

Cyprus dispute, and | encouraged closeoperation with the 3

%pPotential for reform |left untapped in Kazakhstanods

voting irregularities: observerslO June 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/press
2019/potentiafor-political-reformleft-untappeein-kazakhstars-early-presidentialelectiorthroughlack-of-respect
for-fundamentafreedomsandwidespreae/otingrirrequlariies-internationalobserverssay
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UN as a means to further reinforce the effectiveness of
multilateral efforts to prevent and overcome conflicts. | ¢
visited the Committee on Migg) Persons in Cyprus, where
was impressed to hear from both Turkish and Greek Cyf

impacted by the partition of the island about the willingn |

of both sides to foster reconciliatiéh.

July 2019

During our Luxembourg Annual Session, | was gratefu
your confidence in relecting me for a second full term

President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. Togethe
also adopted the Luxembourg Declaration, whitiphasizé

the commitment of OSCE PA members to implementing |
United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developn §
and its 17 Sustainable Development G8als

Immediately following our latest Annual Session, | travel
to the High Tatras Mountains of Slovak@mtake part in the
Informal Ministerial meeting convened by Slovak Fore
Minister and therOSCE Chairpersem-Office Miroslav
Lajcak. | underlined that our Parliamentary Assembly, ari
with our newly adopted Luxembourg Declaration, rems
ready to povide key input to the work of the organization
all fields of security, leveraging the distinct contributions i
added value of parliamentarians. | explained that

Declaration covers a wide range of topics reflecting issue
concerns for OSCE aens, in particular the suffering «
people in conflict zones. This gathering also provided a ¢ |
opportunity for informal exchanges with a number of fore
ministers, including those from Sweden, Spain, Luxemba
Kazakhstan, Albania, and Armerffa.

The following week, | was in Vienna, Austria to address
Supplementary Human Dimension Meeting. There, | stre

86 OSCE PA presidential visit to Cyprus focuses on parliamentary diplomacy, humanitarian cpR6ehase 2019,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presd)19/oscepapresidentialvisit-to-cyprusfocuseson

parliamentandiplomacyhumanitariarconcerns

67 Luxembourg Declaration stresses lintween security and sustainable development, urges commitment to
multilateralism 8 July 2019https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®019/oscepas-luxembourg

declarationstressesdink-betweenrsecurityandsustainablelevelopmenurgesparliamentsandgovermentsto-

committo-multilateralism

68 Prompt and effective action needed to help people suffering from conflicts and human rights violations, says
Tsereteli in Slovakig® July 2019https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presz019/prompiand

effectiveactionneedeeto-hdp-peoplesufferingfrom-conflictsandhumanrights-violationssaysoscepapresident

tsereteliin-slovakia
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that a broad outlook to multilateral diplomacy, involvi |
parliamentarians, civil society, academia and others, is ne
in order to ensw a strong and principled approach to hur
rights. | am firmly convinced that many different actc
beyond state governments, have a legitimate voice. We |
therefore listen to them if we want to find lasting solution:
the challenges facing us. Thisclusive approach also adt
strength and legitimacy to international relations that
otherwise appear distant from the real needs of the peop
serve®®

August 2019

Over the summer, we coordinated a plan of activities toge
with the International Secretariat. |1 also proceeded
several appointments to better place our Assembly on ¢
key issues identified during our Luxembourg Annual Sess
| therefore appoited Irene Charalambides (Cyprus) as Spe
Representative on Fighting Corruption and Pia Kal
(Finland) as Special Representative on Civil Soc
Engagement. | also tasked Stefana Miladinovic (Serbie
Special Rapporteur on the Digital Agenda and L&aatolini
(San Marino) as Special Rapporteur on Disinformation [
Propagand& Following the departure of Makis Vorid
(Greece) from the Assembly, | also appointed Abid F
(Norway) and Lisa Chambers (Ireland) asClaairs of the Ad
Hoc Committee on Quntering Terrorisnt!

We also continued to work diligently to modernize «| |
working practices with a view of making the OSCE PA m
visible and more effective. | visited the Internatiol
Secretariat in early September to finalize our plans.

At the endof August, | attended the opening session of
Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, Ukraine to express solidarity w
the Ukrainian people as the new parliament committe §
ambitious reforms in the face of continuous challenges ir [k
East. | was able to exchangdth the new Chairman of th

89 Inclusive multilateralism needed to meet challenges and strengthen human rights, PA President Tsereteli says in
Vienna 16 July 2019https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presz019/inclusve-multilateralism
neededo-meetchallengesandstrengtherhumanrightspapresidentseretelisaysin-vienna2

“Mr . Santolinioés parliamentary mandate ended foll owir
"> Mr. Raja has since been appointed Ministe€af | t ur e. Ms. Chambersé parliament
2020 Irish general election.
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Verkhovna Rada, Dmytro Razumkov. | underlined the \
role of the OSCE in Ukraine and encouraged continued st
engagement by Ukrainian parliamentarians in the O:
Parliamentary Assembly. | also exchanged with other for
dignitaries, including European Parliament \/Reesident
Klara Dobrev, on ways to boost-operation with the PA.

As on previous occasions, my visit to Kyiv allowed me to
fruitful talks with the Chief Monitor of the OSCE Spec
Monitoring Missioni n Ukraine, Amb a
Cevik, and thank the SMM for the support provided
parliamentary visits to eastern Ukraine, their tireless effor
support peopl eds humanit e
reduce tensions, and foster peace and sgctimbughout
Ukraine. | also met with the OSCE Project-@ulinator in
Ukraine, Ambassador Henrik Villadsen, to exchange
ongoing PCU initiatives to reform the judiciary, fos
dialogue, protect human rights and safeguard
environment’?

September 2019

Early in September, | was in Copenhagen, Denmark f
series of meetings at the International Secretariat, the D. £
Parliament, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairsthanked the

Danish parliament and the Danish Delegation for its noptl [

support to the Assembly, noting that as the host of
International Secretariat, Denmark is the single big
contributor to the OSCE P
of Del egation Peter Juel

Treasurer. At the Minisyr of Foreign Affairs, we also ha
interesting conversations on the role of parliamentariar

mitigating the effects of climate change, ongoing conflict |~

the OSCE area, including in Ukraine, OSCE PA work in |
human dimension, and the situation in Gga.”®

| then travelled to Andermatt, Switzerland to participate in
third international parliamentary conference of the OSCE

21n visit to Kyiv, President Tsereteli expresses solidarity with people of Ukraine, urges continued efforts to
strengthen democratic institutiond0 August 209, https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/pressreleases/press

2019/invisit-to-kyiv-presidenttsereteliexpressesolidarity-with-peopleof-ukraineurgescontinuedeffortsto-

strengtherdemocratieinstitutions

7 OSCE PA President Tsereteli visits Danish capital for meetings at Secretani@nient and Foreign Ministrys
September 201$ittps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®019/oscepapresidentseretelivisits-

danishcapitalfor-meetingsatsecretariaparliamentandforeign-ministry
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Silk Road Support Group. This event provided a us
follow-up on our Luxembourg discussions on the Sustain
Developmat Goals (SDGs), and | stressed that, through
defense of freedom, democracy, strong principles, st
commitments and common goals, our Organization alre
makes strong contributions towards their fulfilment. | &
emphasized that parliaments canrttier help advanc
sustainable development and security by adopting rele
legislation, providing oversight, ratifying treaties, approv
budgets and setting agendas that prioritize the need to cc
with international commitments. Furthermore, thiefesence | .
was the occasion to strengthen interparliamentary over [
over the Belt and Road project, and | welcomed
opportunity to exchange \
Republic of China on some of the concerns expressed b
Assembly’*

| addressed the Human Dimension Implementation Mee [
(HDIM) in Warsaw in midSeptember, where | deplored [T
downward trend in the struggle to respect and promote ht \
rights and human security in the past decade. This req
increased dedication and focus kyl, and | thank oul
Assembl yods human rights
Hadjiyianni (Cyprus) and our new Special Representativ
Civil Society Engagement Pia Kauma (Finland), w ATER EURRSIA: DIALOGUE. TRUST. PARTNERSH
accompanied me and Secretary General Roberto Monte P
this important gathéng.”® This edition of the HDIM alsc
enabled us to engage further with civil society by holdir
side-event on priority recommendations formulated by the §
in the human dimension.

URASIA: DIRLOGUE. TRUST. PARTNERS
September 23-24, 2019, Nur-Sultan

Towards the end of the month, | returned to Central Asi
first partcipating in the Fourth Meeting of Speakers
Eurasian Count r i eSuléan, Razakhstal
together with VicePresident Pascal Allizard (France).

On the margins of the parliamentary conference, we ‘!
several bilateral meetings with Armenie&Speaker Arara

74 Sustainable development in focus at Switzerland conference, featuririgve@SCE PA participation9
September 201$ittps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedidpressreleases/pres?019/sustainabldevelopmentn-focus
atswitzerlandconferencedeaturinghigh-leveloscepapatrticipation

75 Civil society engagement essential to advance human rights, says OSCE PA President at Warsgwléneeting
September 201$ittps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®019/civitsocietyenga@ment
essentiato-advancehumanrightssaysoscepapresidentat-warsawmeeting
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Mirzoyan, Azerbaijani Speaker Ogtay Asadov, Moldo
Speaker Zinaida Greceanii, North Macedonian Speaker
Xhaferi, Tajik Speaker Shukurjon Zuhurov, and Uzl
Speaker Nurdinjon Ismoilov. We also exchanged with
Speakers from Austrj@8elarus, Cyprus, and Turkey.

We also met with Mazhilis Chairman Nurlan Nigmatulin ¢
Senate Chairwoman Dariga Nazarbayeva, who serves ¢
Head of Kazakhstanodts Del e
with Kazakhstands Fi r sdav.TRe
conversations under | istandiug
commitment and contributions to international dialogue
to the effectiveness of the OSCE and its Institutions, inclu
through good ceperation with the OSCE Programme Offi |-
in Nur-Sultan.

As the Special Gaordinator and leader of shedrm OSCE
observers for the early presidential election of June 20:
also took the time to meet with NGO representatives
opposition figures to discuss peadection developments
including concerns fated to limitations on freedom ¢
expression, association, and assembly, as well as the si |
co-operation between civil society and public authoritfes.

| then took part in a seminar organized by the United Nat
Development Programme in Kyrgyzstatogether with the [®
support of the Swiss Agency for Development
Cooperation (SDC) , t he o
Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR), and the Bishk |
based Legal Clinic AAdil e
current status ofparliamentary oversight functions in tl
Kyrgyz Republic and in other countries. In my keyn
speech, | pointed out that political will remains a |
requirement for the effective implementation of parliamen
oversight. This compels us, parliamentasiato lead by
example and adhere to the same strict standards whic
demand of members of government.

In a meeting with the Speaker of the Jogorku Ken i
Dastanbek Dzhumabekov, I

"®*Respectforruebased order key to achieving peace across

meeting 25 September 201Bttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres?019/respeefor-rules
basedorderkey-to-achievingpeaceacrosseurasiaoscepapresidertunderlinesat-speakersneeting
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engagement within the OSCE PA, as demotedrdy its
hosting of the 2018 Autumn Meeting in Bishkek. | also nc
that the negative trend of deterioration of the me
environment, which occurred in the rup to the 2017
presidential election, seemed to have been reverse §
expressed the hope thidyrgyz authorities will continue tc
promote respect for freedom of the media and expres
enable an engaged civil society, and promote fundam
rights and freedoms.

| also visited the OSCE Academy to meet its leadership
the new cohort of stuadés, as well as the OSCE Program
Office in Bishkek, headed by Ambassador Pierre Von Ar
discuss how the PA can further support the work of the O
in the country’’

October 2019

Our 2019 Autumn Meeting in Marrakesh strongly reaffirn
our Mediterranean dimension. This first OSCE PA statu
meeting held outside of the OSCE region and organized |
OSCE Partner for Goperation was the result of several ye
of preparation beteen the Moroccan parliament and ¢
International Secretariat. | want to thank in particular

Moroccan colleagues for their continued engagement ir
work and for driving this project

Back in Georgia, | had the pleasure to take part in tfie S ¢
South Caucasus Media Conference organized by the C
Representative on Freedom of the Medraer the theme |3
iStrengthening media free (M
changing environment. o | n
Luxembourg Declaration callspon OSCE participating

limited to those formally recognized and documented as ¢
but should also cover support staff, citizen journali [
bloggers and others active in this field. B@aurges that OSC g
countries develop strategies to eliminate the harassme

7 Strong parliamentary oversight essential for democracy and good governance, says OSCE PA President Tsereteli
in Bishkek 27 September 201Bttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®019/strong
parliamentanyoversght-essentiafor-democracyandgoodgovernanceaysoscepapresidentseretehin-bishkek
®Security, environment, economic development and relid
Moroccaq 6 October 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres019/securityenvironment
economiedevelopmentindreligioustolerancein-focusatoscepas-autumnmeetingin-morocco
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women journalists. On the margins of the conferenc
exchanged with Harlem Désir to further discuss opportun
for further ceoperation and common strategies to strengf
the impact of”®the OSCE6s

Together withSecretary General Roberto Montella we tt
took part in a series of meetings and engagements in Bel¢
meeting with the President of the Serbian National Assen
Maja Gojkovil, Pr i me, Fdvkigm
Minister l vica Dalil, ro
opposition, civil society, and the Serbian Delegation to
OSCE PA.I noted the excellent eoperation with the OSCI
Mission to Serbia, notably in the field of legislative refo
and encoraged meaningful dialogue between all politi
factions to deliver concrete reforrifs.

In Belgrade | also addressed the Irfeea r | | ame n't
141 Assembly, speaking about the importance
parliamentary diplomacy and strengthening international
Together with Secretary General Montella, we had
interesting meeting witMartin Chungong, Secretary Gene
of the IPU, for discussions on how tohance cebperation
between the OSCE PA and the 1PU.

I exchanged with a number of parliamentary leaders or
margins of the IPU Assembly, including with tAeesidenof
the Grand National Assemb
Turkey carried military operations in Northern Syri
Notwithstanding the complex issues involved, particuli
terrorism and border control, | emphasized the nee:
normalize the situation in northeastern Syria and expre
hope for a quick end to the military operationse Thurkish §&
Speaker provided useful i
objectives in Syri&?

 Attacks on journalists are attacks on democracy, says OSCE PA President Tsereteli il Ukilistiober 2019,
https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presd019/attack®n-journalistsare-attackson-democracy
saysoscepapresidenttseretelin-tbilisi

80In high-level meetings in Belgrade, OSCE PA President and Secretary General emphasize dialogastam
and reform 16 October 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presa019/inhigh-levek
meetingsin-belgradeoscepapresdentandsecretarygeneralemphasizalialogueco-operationandreform

81 OSCE PA President Tsereteli and SG Montella buildperation with IntefParliamentary Union in Belgrade21
October 201%https://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/pres®019/oscepapresdenttsereteliandsg
montellabuild-co-operationwith-inter-parliamentaryunion-in-belgrade

82 Situation in N. Syria must be urgently normalized to avoid another humanitarian crisis, says OSCE PA President
with Speaker of Turkish Parliamerif7 October @19, https://www.oscepa.ofjewsa-media/presseleases/press
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With Secretary General Montella, we were in Strasbourg OIS C|e (] :
that month and met with Klara Dobrev, Vice President of |siovakia 2oiff m i
European Parliament, and the Chair of tB@ropean
Parl i ament 0s Commi ttee C .
McAllister, to discuss OSGEU relations as well as commc |::::::: _ &

challenges of the European continent. We agreed on the [ SO
to enhance coperation between the OSCE PA and '
European Parliament and &st more on joint project:
including on election observation and conflict prevent

efforts. On the margins, we held useful meetings wit § :
number of MEPs from across the region and also met [ oo = SR ool g

Assembly

former members of the OSCE PA leadership, including-tl
Commissioner Christos Stylianides and MEPs Isabel Sa
Ignacio Sanchez Amor, Tonino Picula and Roman Hé&itle
In Strasbourg, | also took part in the European Conferen:
Presidents of Parliament, hosted by the Parliamer
Assembly of the Council oftEurope. The event, whic §
gathered Speakers of Parliament from 47 countries or
Eurasian continent, provided an opportunity for produc
discussions on common challenges in the region and o |
role of parliaments and parliamentary diplomacy
international relations.

On the margins of the conference, we met with the Pres
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Eurc
Liliane Maury Pasquier, the Secretary General of PA
Wojciech Sawicki, and with the Secretary General of
Council d Europe, Marija Pejcinovic Buric. Our discussic E
underlined the excellent @aaperation between ot
organization, as well the challenges we face in addre:
effectively current political and security issi#és.

At the very end of the month, | deliverety fourth address ti §
the OSCE Permanent Council in Vienna, where | appéal
strengthen coperation between all OSCE institutions in

2019/situatiorin-northernsyriamustbe-urgentlynormalizedto-avoid-anotherhumanitariarcrisissaysoscepa
presidemwith-speakerof-turkish-parliament

83 Tsereteli and Montella meet European Parliament officials, llgighimportance of OSGEU relations and

parliamentary diplomacy24 October 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/press
2019/presidentsereteliandsg-montellameeteuropearparliamentofficials-highlightingimportanceof-osceeu
relationsandof-parliamentarydiplomacy

Restoring citizens6 trust a key responsibility of pe¢
Presidents of Parliamen25 October 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/press
2019/restorinecitizenstrusta-key-responsibilityof-parliamentariansaystseretelateuropearconferenceof-
presidentsof-parliamentin-strasbourg
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effort to close the gap between what governments |
committed to and what they do in practicé.underlined
specifcally the importance of conflict resolution in order
ensure security and peaceful development for the people
OSCE countries. Il n this cu
efforts in Ukraine, where OSCE parliamentarians have off
assistance tdhose who are ready to engage in coni
settlement and worked to raise awareness about hi
suffering in the conflicaffected areas. | also drew attentior
the suffering of Georgians as a consequence of the cont
illegal occupation of territorgof their country, and the urge
need for progress regarding the Nagelarabakh Conflict®

November 2019

Following up on the success of our Autumn Meeting
Morocco, | was in Egypt with Vic@resident Pascal Allizarc
our Special Representative on Mediterranean Affairs,
Secretary General Roberto Montella for the first visit by
OSCE PA delegation sinc2009. In Cairo, we met the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Ali Abdel
Sayyed Ahmed, and we held talks with Deputy Fore
Minister Hamdi Loza, as well as the Assistant Minister:
charge of Human Rights, Parliamentary Affairs, ¢
Multilateral Affairs. We all agreed thatronger ties betwee
both sides of the Mediterranean Sea are necessary to
security challenges in the OSCE area, including the 1
against radicalization and terrorism, and the migrant
refugee crisis. We also met with @i Pope Tawadros Il t
exchange on the role of interfaith dialogue in promoi
stability in Egypt. This visit was essential to nurturi
personal relationships with our Partners for-dperation,
which are key to better understanding the realities en
ground and to build the trust necessary to work togéther.

I n preparation for Al bani
2020, I was in Tirana with Secretary General Mont&laneet

8 Three decades after historic changes in Europe, PA President stresses effective multilateralism in speech to OSCE
Permanent CouncilB1 October 201ttps://www.oscepa.org/nevesmedia/presseleases/presz019/three
decadesfterhistoricchangesn-europepresidenttsereteliunderlinesneedfor-efthreedecadesafterhistoric
changesn-europepresidenttsereteliunderlinesneedfor-effective multilateralismin-speecko-oscepermanent
councilfectivemultilateralismin-speechio-oscepermanenrtouncil

86 High-level OSCE PA visit to Egypt highlights securitgividual freedoms and Mediterranean-aperation 8

November 201%ttps://www.oscepa.org/newsmedia/presseleases/pres®019/highleveloscepavisit-to-egypt
highlightssecurityindividuatfreedomsandmediterraneaito-operation
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