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News from Copenhagen
Dear Parliamentarians,

 As you may have noticed, this 
edition of the News from Copenhagen 
marks a milestone as the 200th bulletin 
we have published for you. I’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank all of 
you for the remarkable efforts and time 
that you have all taken from your busy 
schedules to contribute to the work of the Assembly. 

 Since the International Secretariat produced the 
fi rst edition of the News from Copenhagen in February 
2000, the Assembly has grown in several ways. The OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly now holds four to fi ve major meetings 
each year, has opened a Liaison Offi ce in Vienna, has more 
Ad Hoc Committees and Special Representatives than ever 
before, and is more active in leading election monitoring 
than at any time in the past. Two days ago, the International 
Secretariat also engaged its 150th Research Fellow, continuing 
the very successful programme through which students gain 
practical experience in the fi eld of international affairs, and 
the Assembly benefi ts from an increased language capacity as 
well as a strong research capability.

 Through this one page bulletin that we send to you 
and others, the International Secretariat endeavours to keep all 
those interested in the work of the Assembly fully informed 
about our activities. We hope that you fi nd this a useful tool. 
The fact that we’ve now produced 200 editions of this bulletin 
is a testimony to the commitment of you and your colleagues 
to the Assembly.

 I look forward to continuing to serve you all in the 
future,

Yours sincerely,

R. Spencer Oliver
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On 16 October 2006 in Zagreb, in the national parliament 
of Croatia, the Sabor, the Parliamentary Troika of the Stability 
Pact on South East Europe, chaired by the European Parliament, 
held its second event of the year. The meeting consisted of 
two seminars, the fi rst on Judicial Reform in the Region, 
and the second on Parliamentary Oversight over the Security 
Sector. Roberto Battelli (Slovenia), the OSCE PA Special 
Representative on South East Europe, participated on behalf 
of the Assembly. The event was opened by the President of 
the Sabor, Vladimir Šeks, attended by the Minister of Justice 
of Romania as well as parliamentarians from the region, and 
addressed by a number of outstanding experts.

In his introductory remarks, Mr. Battelli, who was 
accompanied by Ambassador Andreas Nothelle from the 
Vienna Liaison Offi ce, announced that the OSCE PA, when 
chairing the Troika in the coming year, will build on the work 
achieved by the EP, in particular on such crucial issues for 
democratic societies as budgetary control and judicial reform. 
He also briefed the participants on the OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly’s resolution on Strengthening Parliamentary 
Oversight of Security and Intelligence Agencies, sponsored by 
Mr. Battelli, and adopted this year at the Annual Session in 
Brussels. 

Mr. Battelli and Ambassador Nothelle also made use of 
the opportunity to enter into a fi rst discussion with Stability 
Pact experts about the upcoming Parliamentary Assembly 
Chairmanship of the Troika in 2007. Mr. Battelli has recently 
invited the Parliamentary Assembly delegations from the 
region and from neighboring countries to name contact 
persons and to put forward suggestions for topical issues to 
be dealt with by the two events that are currently planned for 
mid-March and the end of September.

Roberto Battelli in Croatia for 
Stability Pact meeting

Lennmarker meets with ‘monitors of 
monitors’ on OSCE election observation

On 23 October, President Lennmarker met with the 
Special Envoys of the OSCE Chairman-in-Offi ce on Election 
Observation, Francois-Xavier De Donnea from Belgium 
and Jan Petersen from Norway. In particular, they discussed 
the role of parliamentarians in OSCE election observation 
missions and how to improve co-operation between the OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly and the OSCE Offi ce for Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights.

The meeting, which took place in Stockholm, was also attended 
by Deputy Secretary General Tina Schøn from the International 
Secretariat, Åsa Ekwall from the Swedish Parliament, and 
Thierry Vuylsteke from the Belgian Foreign Ministry. 1
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��Mr. Bruce George MP, Vice-President of the OSCE PA and Chair of the Defence 

Committee of the British House of Commons, co-chaired a Seminar on 

Strengthening Parliamentary Defence Committees in Bosnia and Herzegovina

along with Ambassador Robert L. Barry, Head of the OSCE Mission to BiH.  The 

Seminar took place in Bled, Slovenia, on 27 and 28 January 2000. The participants 

represented the BiH State Parliament as well as both entity Parliaments, entity 

Ministries of Defence and entity armed forces. They also represented all three 

constituent peoples of BiH: Bosniacs, Serbs and Croats. The Seminar discussed the 

role of the parliamentary defence committees as well as the relationship between 

parliaments, governments and armed forces in the light of experiences from other 

European countries. Deputy Secretary General Mr. Pentti Väänänen accompanied the 

OSCE PA Delegation, which also included Mr. Engelbert Schaufler (MP, Austria), 

Mr. Josy Dubié (Senator, Belgium), Mr. Pieter DeCrem (MP, Belgium), Mr. Andras 

Barsony (MP, Hungary) and Mr. Roberto Battelli (MP, Slovenia).  

��Mr. Kimmo Kiljunen (MP, Finland), Chair of the OSCE PA General Committee 

on Political Affairs and Security, chairs the recently established Democracy Team on

Moldova, which will support the OSCE’s efforts to bring about a just and peaceful 

solution to the conflict in Moldova. Along with Ms. Tone Tingsgård, Head of the 

Swedish Delegation to the OSCE PA and also a member of the Democracy Team, Mr. 

Kiljunen will visit Moldova in early March. The Team will be accompanied in 

Moldova by Deputy Secretary General Mr Pentti Väänänen. 

��At a meeting in Brussels on 9 February 2000, the Parliamentary Assemblies of the 

OSCE and the Council of Europe along with the European Parliament have decided to 

establish a Parliamentary Troika on Belarus.  On behalf of the OSCE PA the 

meeting was attended by Mr. Adrian Severin MP, Chair of the PA ad Hoc Working 

Group on Belarus and Deputy Secretary General Mr. Pentti Väänänen. The Council of 

Europe was represented by Mr. Wolfgang Behrendt, MP, Rapporteur on Belarus and 

Mr. Petr Sich, Co-Secretary of the Political Affairs Committee. Mr. Jan Wiersma, 

MEP, Chair of the Delegation to Belarus and Mr. David Lowe, Counsellor, were 

present on behalf of the European Parliament. Mrs Emma Toledano Laredo of the 

European Commission attended the meeting as an observer. The co-operation 

between the three Institutions on Belarus will include the promotion of dialogue 

between political forces in Belarus and the discussion of future elections. The first 

joint activity will be a visit to Minsk on 2-3 March 2000, during which Mr. Adrian 

Severin will represent the OSCE PA. 

A Vice-President Mr. Ihor Ostash MP (Ukraine) visits Kazakhstan in 

up Mission on the Kazakh elections of October 1999.  

entative of the Chairman-in-Office, the OSCE 
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On 5-6 June 2005, the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

and the Swiss Foundation for World Affairs jointly held a 

colloquium for OSCE experts at the Johns Hopkins School 

for Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in Washington, 

DC.  At the invitation of the Head of the Swiss Foundation 

and the President of the OSCE PA, 17 experts on OSCE 

matters, including Ministers, Ambassadors and Members 

of the OSCE PA, submitted written contributions which 

were subsequently discussed at the colloquium. The col-

loquium was part of a project, undertaken by the OSCE 

PA to support and give impetus to the work of the OSCE 

Eminent Persons Group appointed by OSCE Chairman-

in-Office, Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel. The 

latter Group was mandated by the C-i-O to give new impe-

tus to political dialogue and provide strategic vision for the 

Organization in the years to come.

Mr. Alcee L. Hastings, President of the OSCE PA, chaired 

the meeting in Washington. The Head of the Swiss Foun-

dation, Ambassador Edouard Brunner, was represented by 

Ambassador Theodore Winkler, Director of DCAF. In addi-

tion, the following experts participated in the colloquium: 

Ambassador Jacques Andréani (France), Ambassador 

Franz Ceska (Austria), Ambassador Istvan Gyarmati (Hun-

gary) and Congressman Steny Hoyer, Head of the OSCE 

PA Ad Hoc Committee on Transparency and Accountabil-

ity. Ambassador Ulrik Federspiel (Denmark) and Professor 

William Zartman (Johns Hopkins University) were present 

as observers. Ambassador Gerard Stoudmann and OSCE 

PA Secretary General Spencer Oliver served as Co-Rap-

porteurs assisted by Tina Schøn from the OSCE PA Inter-

national Secretariat, and Nicolas Kaczorowski from the 

Geneva Centre for Security Policy.

The debate focused primarily on the current challenges faced 

by the OSCE. Numberous suggestions were presented on how 

to overcome these challenges and strengthen the Organiza-

tion. The Co-Rapporteurs are currently preparing their report 

on the colloquium, which will be sent to the OSCE Chairman-

in-Office. It will also be submitted to the OSCE PA  Ad Hoc 

Committee on Transparency and Accountability which will 

discuss the report before Committee Chairman Steny Hoyer 

addresses the Plenary during the upcoming Annual Session in 

Washington. The group may also meet again in the Autumn.

Experts Meeting on the Future of the OSCE

Press briefing in Washington on 

the upcoming PA Annual Session

On 3 June, President Alcee Hastings and Secretary Gen-

eral Spencer Oliver held a press briefing for members of the 

foreign press based in Washington and New York. The aim 

of the briefing, which was held at the Foreign Press Centre, 

was to inform the media representatives about the upcom-

ing Annual Session and to provide information about the 

Assembly as well as the programme, the preliminary list of 

participants and the Draft Resolutions of the three General 

Committees. Following the briefing, Congressman Hast-

ings and Secretary General Oliver answered questions on a 

range of issues related to the work of the Assembly. For further information please contact: Secretary General R. Spencer Oliver, and Andreas Baker, Press Offi cer,

E-mail andreas.baker@oscepa.dk, Tel: +45 33 37 80 40, Fax: +45 33 37 80 30.
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During the PA’s Annual Session in Brussels, parliamentarians 
repeatedly stressed the important role played by elected 
offi cials in OSCE election observation missions. On the opening day of the Session, the PA leadership and 
guest speakers highlighted the importance of this topic.

Former President Alcee L. Hastings opened the 15th Annual 
Session by reminding Members of the “unique expertise 
and unmatched credibility” that parliamentarians bring to 
observation missions. He called for further strengthening of 
the role of parliamentarians within this fi eld.The hosts of the Session in Brussels, the Presidents of 
the Belgian House of Representatives and of the Senate, 
continued the calls for a strong parliamentary role in 
election observation. Herman De Croo noted the relevance 
of Assembly work in this fi eld, and also stressed the 
importance of applying uniform standards when making 
these assessments. Senate President Anne-Marie Lizin 
called on Members to “stay proud of the parliamentary role 
in monitoring elections”, while seeking a good equilibrium 
in working with the OSCE/ODIHR.On the same issue, the Chair-in-Offi ce of the OSCE, 
Belgian Foreign Minister Karel De Gucht, noted that 
“parliamentarians in general, and this Assembly in 
particular, have a key role to play and offer an invaluable 
contribution based on their personal experience as elected 
offi cials.”

The President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, René Van Der Linden, remarked that “It 
goes without saying that parliamentarians are best placed 
to take care of the political aspects of observations, thus 
complementing ODIHR’s efforts that mostly focus on more 
technical areas.” 

In the Brussels Declaration, passed unanimously by the Assembly on 7 July, the parliamentarians called on the PA “to continue to provide political leadership to the OSCE Election Observation Missions”. The Declaration also takes note of the political expertise and credibility brought to election observation missions by elected parliamentarians.Since the Assembly fi rst began its election observation 
programme, following the request of then Chair-in-Offi ce, 
Swedish Foreign Minister Baroness Margaretha af Ugglas, 
over 2200 parliamentarians have been deployed across the 
OSCE to monitor 78 elections.

Focus on election-related matters during Annual Session

Upcoming Elections
The Parliamentary Assembly is making preparations 

to deploy election observation missions to the upcoming 
parliamentary elections in Montenegro, 10 September 
2006 and the general elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
scheduled for 1 October 2006.The International Secretariat will distribute further 
information to all OSCE PA Delegations in the near 
future.

President Lennmarker visits International SecretariatOn 11 July, Göran Lennmarker paid his fi rst visit as President 
of the OSCE PA to the Assembly headquarters in Copenhagen. 
President Lennmarker met with Secretary General Spencer 
Oliver and Deputy Secretaries General Tina Schøn and Vitaly 
Evseyev and other staff.The President was in Copenhagen to discuss his priorities 
and upcoming activities of the Assembly, including election 
observation missions, and the Autumn Meetings in Malta.

President Lennmarker has visited the International 
Secretariat several times before in conjunction with his work 
in the Assembly.

On 7 July in Brussels, Göran Lennmarker was elected as the eighth 
President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly
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Expressing his shock about the recent murder of Russian 

journalist Anna Politkovskaya, OSCE PA President Göran 

Lennmarker stated that “The OSCE PA 

honoured Ms. Politkovskaya for her 

bravery in reporting events in face of 

all odds. It is a tragedy that this bravery 

and strength have now been silenced”.

In February 2003, Anna 

Politkovskaya was given the OSCE 

Prize for Journalism and Democracy 

by the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. 

A distinguished journalist with the 

independent newspaper Novaya Gazeta, 

Ms. Politkovskaya gained international 

recognition for her extensive and 

balanced reporting in Chechnya.
“I’m a journalist,” said 

Politkovskaya, accepting the Prize 

three years ago. “I’m neither a politician 

nor a diplomat. And so I’m not polite 

– I say what I think. And what I think 

about is what I see with my own eyes. 

My job is simple: to look around and to write what I see.” 

Addressing the OSCE PA, Anna Politkovskaya spoke about 

her personal experiences as a reporter in Chechnya, and drew 

attention to human rights abuses in the region.

On behalf of the Assembly, Secretary General Spencer 

Oliver attended the funeral held for Ms. Politkovskaya in 

Moscow on 10 October. He noted 

that the memorial service had been a 

“moving ceremony and testimony to 

her courageous life.”President Lennmarker called for 

a full and open investigation into the 

killing. “I utterly condemn the brutal 

murder of Anna Politkovskaya. As 

one of Russia’s most distinguished 

investigative journalists, she was a 

strong force for democracy. Her loss 

is felt deeply by the Parliamentary 

Assembly, which was honoured by her 

presence just a few years ago,” said 

Lennmarker. In presenting the Prize in 

2003, Freimut Duve, then OSCE 

Representative on Freedom of the 

Media, noted that the Prize was 

started “not only as a symbol, but as 

an alarm clock for freedom of the media, which is one of the 

fundamental principles of a democracy.” 

Politkovskaya was the eighth recipient of the OSCE Prize 

for Journalism and Democracy, fi rst awarded in 1996.

Lennmarker condemns murder of Anna Politkovskaya

“Everybody wants to live. Everybody wants to be 

free. To take a walk in the street. To wander around 

the in the forest. To teach. And to learn. There is 

still nothing of this in Chechnya.”Anna Politkovskaya, February 2003
Vice-President Haering: Latvian election transparent and professional

but issue of ‘non-citizens’ remains

On Sunday 8 October OSCE PA Vice-President Barbara 

Haering announced that the parliamentary elections held 

in Latvia, 7 October, met most OSCE election-related 

commitments. However, the observers noted that little action 

had been taken with respect to previous recommendations 

regarding important issues affecting the election process, 

in particular the presence of a signifi cant number of ‘non-

citizens’ who do not have voting rights.

“I hope that cultural diversity will be increasingly valued as 

an asset to which the entire population can contribute,” said 

Haering. Vice-President Haering headed the limited election 

observation mission deployed by the OSCE PA, which 

worked in close co-operation with the ODIHR limited election 

observation mission, headed by Ambassador Boris Frlec.

The joint conclusions of the observation missions noted that 

the electoral process enjoyed broad public confi dence in Latvia, 

and that the political campaign was pluralistic and allowed all 

parties to communicate their messages to voters. No major 

problems were evident on election day. However, it was noted 

that the fact that a signifi cant percentage of the adult population 

does not enjoy voting rights represents a continuing democratic 

defi cit. The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly has previously 

recommended that consideration be given to permitting ‘non-

citizens’ to vote in municipal elections.

Deputy Secretary General Tina Schøn and Press Offi cer 

Andreas Baker accompanied the OSCE PA mission.

Vice-President Haering examined polling in 
Riga and in rural areas


