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Mr. President, Members of the Standing Committee,

As Treasurer of the Assembly | would like to start my report here in Minsk by warmly
thanking the Parliament of Belarus for the support provided to our Organization by
hosting this Annual Session.

My gratitude also to all those Member Parliaments that have hosted, and will host
Assembly meetings and events.

The Assembly functions in an extremely cost-effective way, but we need the
continuous support and solidarity of national delegations to ensure that the Assembly
can continue its programme of activities and meetings. 1 call on those delegations
that have not yet hosted a meeting of the Assembily to do it soon.

| am pleased to report to the Standing Committee that the finances of the OSCE
Parliamentary Assembly continue to be in very good order. In accordance with our
Rules of Procedure, | presented the audited accounts to this Committee in Vienna
last February. | was very satisfied that the Assembly received a positive assessment
from our outside independent professional auditor once again. Our auditor continues
to be satisfied with the financial procedures and accountability carried out in our
Secretariat.

OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s Proposed Budget 2017/2018 / 26" _ Financial
Year (1 October 2017 — 30 September 2018)

Attached to this report you will find my proposal for the Assembly’s budget for the
next financial year (1 October 2017 — 30 September 2018). This proposal has been
thoroughly prepared together with the Secretary General and his team in order to
reflect the minimum basic needs of the Assembly and it was unanlmouslv supported
by the Bureau at its last meeting held in Copenhagen.

This proposed draft budget, in accordance with our Rules of Procedure, was
distributed to the Standing Committee last June giving you ample time to review it.
In this period | have received no comments or questions from Members about my
Proposal.




The Secretary General and | have ensured that our budget complies with and
reflects the efforts of our national legislatures to minimize expenses and remain
within our objectives of austerity and accountability in the use of our tax-payers
money.

As you can see, compared to previous years, the proposed budget is presented in a
new, very clearly outlined format with the various items clearly defined.

While the structural changes have resulted in some categories changing, my overall
proposal is to leave the budget aimost as it is, with no significant increases, with just
a minor adjustment of two per cent related to an increase of 65,000 Euros in the total
budget. This adjustment relates partially to increases of dependent/education
allowances (more staff with newborn children) as well as an adjustment in the
Research Assistant Programme in order to comply with Danish law. Expenses in all
categories including salaries, travel, other meetings, publicity, and other categories
will remain basically at the same level as in the current year. For your information,
the current budget for 2016-2017 is also attached.

| hope that you have also all had an opportunity to consider the draft Financial
Regulations circulated by our Secretary General. | have reviewed this document on
several occasions over the past half-year, and believe that it is both an important and
useful step for our Assembly to agree on this. | believe that they strike the right
balance of flexibility, while at the same time providing a reasonable framework within
which our Secretariat must work. With clear lines of authority specified, | think that
we can all be confident that our resources will continue to be used effectively and
with clarity. When the Standing Committee designates an auditor, we will have an
additional level of independent accountability guaranteed. | hope that you will agree
to support this document as distributed.

National Contributions: Current Fiscal Year 2016/2017

The list of national contributions for the fiscal year that started 1 October 2016 and
will conclude on 30 September 2017 is attached. As you can see we have received
almost 100 percent of our annual budget.

OSCE Scales of Contribution / National Contributions to the OSCE PA (2017-
2018)

In accordance with Rule 41, Paragraph 4 of our Rules of Procedure, national
contributions to the budget of the Parliamentary Assembly shall be apportioned
according of the formula used to divide the costs of the intergovernmental OSCE.

In December 2015 the Permanent Council of the OSCE approved the scales of
contribution for the period 2016 to 2017 (PC.DEC/1196) which remain unchanged
from previous years. Our annual budget will therefore be apportioned accordingly
among national delegations.



I welcome the ongoing process to suggest improvements to our system of
contributions. But until we reach a consensus to amend our Rules of Procedures we
will continue implementing the current system.

Additional Contributions

It is important that National Delegations contribute to support the Assembly. This
can be done by:

1. Seconding personnel — we are very grateful to the Italian Government for
their support in currently seconding two full-time staff members in our Secretariat;

2. Hosting Assembly’s Meetings and events. Again we are very grateful to
the German Parliament for hosting our Session in 2018 and Kyrgyzstan for the
Autumn Meeting;

3. Extra budgetary contributions for specific events: election observation and
other seminars or conferences of interest to the OSCE PA and its Members.

I am at your entire disposal to discuss any proposals you may have to enhance the
work of the Parliamentary Assembly.

Let me conclude my report by congratulating our Secretary General, Mr. Roberto
Montella, for his efforts in making this institution so efficient in such a transparent,
accountable, and cost-effective way.

on;

5
Doris Barnett

Annexes: OSCE PA / Proposed Budget / 26"  Financial Year: 1 October 2017 — 30
September 2018/

OSCE PA / List of Contributions 2016/2017
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Country Per Cent - % 201672017 Paid Un paid
Albania 0.125 3,951 3.951 0
Andorra 0.125 3,951 3,951 0
Armenia 0.050 1,581 1,581 0
Austria 2.510 79,341 79,341 0
Azerbaijan 0.050 1,580.50 1.581.00 0
Belarus 0.280 8,851 8,851 0
Belgium 3.240 102.416 102416 0
Bosnia and Herzegovina 0.125 3,951 3,951 0
Bulgaria 0.550 17.386 17,386 0
Canada 5.530 174.803 174,803 0
Croatia 0.190 6,006 6,006 0
Cyprus 0.190 6,006 6.006 0
Czech Republic 0.570 18,018 18,018 0
Denmark 2.100 66.381 66.381 0
Estonia 0.190 6.006 6,006 0
Finland 1.850 58.479 58,479 0
France 9.350 295,553.50 295,554.00 0
F Y R of Macedonia 0.125 3.951 3,951 0
Georgia 0.050 1,581 1,581 0
Germany 9.350 295,554 295,554 0
Greece 0.980 30,978 30,978 0
Holy See 0.125 3,951 3,951 0
Hungary 0.600 18.966 18,966 0
Iceland 0.190 6,006 6,006 0
Ireland 0.750 23.708 23,708 0
Italy 9.350 295.554 295,554 0
Kazakhstan 0.360 11,380 11,380 0
Kyrgystan 0.050 1,581 1,581.00 0
Latvia 0.190 6.006 6,006 0
Liechtenstein 0.125 3,951 3,951 0
Lithuania 0.190 6.006 6,006 0
Luxembourg 0.470 14,857 14,857 0
Maita 0.125 3.951 3,951 0
Moldova 0.050 1.581 1,581 0
Monaco 0.125 3,951 3.951 0
Mongolia 0.050 1,581 1,581 0
Montenegro 0.050 1.581 1.577 0
Netherlands 4.360 137,820 137,820 0
Norway 2.050 64.801 64.801 0
Poland 1.350 42,674 42,674 0
Portugal 0.980 30,978 30,978 0
Romania 0.600 18.966 18,965 0
Russian Federation 6.000 189,660 189.660 0
San Marino 0.125 3.951 3.951 0
Serbia 0.140 4,425 4,425 0
Slovakia 0.280 8,851 8.851 0
Slovenia 0.220 6,954 6.954 0
Spain 4.580 144,774 144,774 0
Sweden 3.240 102,416 102.417 0
Switzerland 2.810 88.824 88,824 0
Tajikistan 0.050 1.581 1,581 0
Turkey 1.010 31.926 31.926 0
Turkmenistan 0.050 1,581 1,581 0
Ukraine 0.680 21,495 21.495 0
United Kingdom 9.350 295,554 295,554 0
USA 11.500 363,515 363,515 0
Uzbekistan 0.350 11,064 11,064
Total EUR 3,161,000 3,151,677 11,063
# of Member States 57 56 98%
total amount 3,161,000 3,151,677 99 7%
remaining amount 9,322.93




