
2024 Election Observation 
Annual Report



• The OSCE PA deployed 8 election observation missions to 6
different OSCE participating States in 2024

• The OSCE PA deployed its largest mission ever in 2024, with a
total of 167 participants, to the United States of America

• 542 participants took part in the missions, including 410
Members of Parliament.
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Election Observation 2024 
General Overview

* Number of participants who attended the missions



Special Co-ordinators
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Election Observation 2024 
Mission Leadership
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Election Observation 2024 
Mission Leadership

Heads of OSCE PA Delegations
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Election Observation 2024 
Mission Leadership

Gender among EOM leadership

53% (8)47% (7)

Mr Ms
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EOM Participation 2024 - Countries of Participants

Election Observation 2024 
Participation Overview
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Observer Participation Mission-by-Mission

( )

35% (6)

65% (11)

50% (4) 50% (4)

60 % (6)

40% (4)

Election Observation 2024 
Participation Overview

AZERBAIJAN 
Parliamentary

AZERBAIJAN 
Presidential

NORTH 
MACEDONIA 

Parliamentary 
and Presidential

MOLDOVA 
Presidential 1st roundMOLDOVA 

Presidential* 2nd round

GEORGIA 
Parliamentary

UZBEKISTAN 
Parliamentary

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Parliamentary and Presidential

167
54

79

73

45

961

54
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Gender among Membership

( )

50% (4)40% (4)

Election Observation 2024 
Participation Overview

35% (187)

65% (355)

Ms Mr
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Participation of new observers

( )

50% (4)

Election Observation 2024 
Participation Overview

21% (112)

79% (430)

New observers Experienced observers
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Election Observation 2024
Azerbaijan, Presidential Election
7 February 2024

The 7 February 2024 presidential election was the first to be held throughout
the internationally recognized territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, an issue
that dominated the campaign and was echoed in public sentiment. While
preparations for the election were efficient and professional, it lacked genuine
pluralism and critical voices were continuously stifled. Longstanding restrictions
on freedoms of association and expression were reinforced by recent legal
amendments and resulted in legislation not in line with international democratic
standards, international observers said in a statement.

The election took place in a restrictive environment, and while preparations were
efficiently managed, it was marked by the stifling of critical voices and the
absence of political alternatives.

The incumbent was not meaningfully challenged, and this combined with the
shrinking space for independent media, civil society, and political parties, and
strengthened powers of incumbency resulted in a contest devoid of genuine
pluralism.

Longstanding severe limitations on fundamental freedoms of association,
expression and peaceful assembly both in law and in practice run contrary to
standards for genuine democratic elections.

The election administration conducted an extensive get-out-the-vote campaign,
but the nominal campaign coverage by the media and near absence of
analytical reporting limited voters’ opportunity to make an informed choice.

While election commissions were well-resourced, important safeguards were
often disregarded and substantial procedural errors and omissions were
observed during the opening, voting, counting and tabulation.

The OSCE PA observers worked closely with the delegation of the OSCE Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.

• Photos from the Mission available here

https://www.oscepa.org/en/documents/election-observation/election-observation-statements/azerbaijan/statements-3/4872-2024-presidential/file
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oscepa/albums/72177720314552721/with/53512576178


10

Election Observation 2024
Azerbaijan, Presidential Election
7 February 2024



11

North Macedonia’s presidential run-off and parliamentary elections were
competitive and an extensive and pluralistic campaign helped voters to make an
informed choice, but marred by negative rhetoric with nationalistic slogans, as well
as shortcomings in the legislation and insufficient oversight of campaign finances,
international observers said in a statement.

The elections were competitive, and fundamental freedoms were respected,
although the process remains insufficiently regulated. The election legislation
provides a suitable framework for holding democratic elections, but persisting
inconsistencies, gaps, and ambiguities compromised legal certainty and merit
revision.

The extensive and pluralistic campaign coverage in the media gave voters the
opportunity to make an informed choice, but negative rhetoric, and nationalistic
slogans marred an otherwise stable pre-election period. With the notable
exception of one presidential candidate, campaigns featured few women political
figures overall. Authorities, including the State Election Commission and the
Constitutional Court, did not always adequately address election-related
complaints in a timely, and transparent manner, limiting the effectiveness of legal
remedies.

The elections were organized effectively, but the frequent allegations of vote-
buying in the run-up to the elections affected confidence in the process. In the
polling stations observed, the voting process was orderly, transparent and
assessed positively; however, in several instances, election boards did not fully
adhere to the prescribed procedures during the vote count.

The OSCE PA observers worked closely with delegations from the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe, the European Parliament, as well as the OSCE
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.

• Photos from the mission available here.

• Post-Election Press Conference recording here.

Election Observation 2024
North Macedonia, Parliamentary
and Presidential Election 
8 May 2024

https://www.oscepa.org/en/documents/election-observation/election-observation-statements/north-macedonia/statements-10/4954-2024-presidential-2nd-round-and-parliamentary-1/file
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oscepa/albums/72177720316710621/with/53700117704/
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/north-macedonia/563601


Election Observation 2024
North Macedonia, Parliamentary and Presidential 
Election - 8 May 2024
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Azerbaijan’s early parliamentary elections did not offer voters genuine
political alternatives and took place within a legal framework overly restrictive of
fundamental freedoms and the media, although they were efficiently prepared,
international observers said in a statement.

The elections took place in a restrictive political and legal environment that does
not enable genuine pluralism and resulted in a contest devoid of competition.
While efficiently preparing the elections, the election administration lacked
impartiality and took a formalistic approach that limited the inclusivity of the
election.

Against the background of continued repression of dissenting voices, the
campaign was barely visible, and efforts were not made to engage citizens or
enable them to participate without fear of retribution. While many candidates
participated in the process, almost all were supportive of the government’s
policies in their campaign messages. Positively, these elections saw more
engagement of women as contestants and in the election commissions.

The legal framework for the elections does not meet international standards or
OSCE commitments for democratic elections and restrictions introduced in
political party and media legislation further limit fundamental freedoms.

Campaign coverage rules also contributed to the absence of information on the
contestants in the media.

Despite a voting process that was orderly and assessed to be overall efficiently
run, serious irregularities and omissions of important safeguards were observed,
particularly in the vote count, raising questions about the integrity of the
process

The OSCE PA observers worked closely with a delegation from the OSCE Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights. • Photos from the mission available here.

• Post-Election Press Conference recording here.

Election Observation 2024
Azerbaijan, Parliamentary 
Elections - 1 September 2024

https://www.oscepa.org/en/documents/election-observation/election-observation-statements/azerbaijan/statements-3/5054-2024-parliamentary/file
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oscepa/albums/72177720319878706/
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/azerbaijan/574160
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Election Observation 2024
Azerbaijan, Parliamentary Elections
1 September 2024
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Moldova’s 20 October presidential election and constitutional referendum
were well-managed, and contestants campaigned freely in an environment
characterized by concerns over illicit foreign interference and active
disinformation efforts. While this affected the integrity of the process,
additionally, campaign conditions did not allow for a level playing field
among contestants, international observers said in a preliminary statement.

The election administration worked professionally and demonstrated
impartiality in their decision-making.

In a competitive but minimally visible campaign, voters were offered a variety
of political alternatives among presidential candidates, who were registered in
an inclusive process.

The manner in which the presidential election and referendum campaigns
were conducted simultaneously, and media coverage which favoured the
incumbent and the government, did not provide fully equal opportunities.

Misuse of administrative resources in the campaigns was noted. Further, the
effectiveness of the resolution of election disputes was limited in the handling
of some contentious cases and by the failure to meet review deadlines
consistently.

Election day was calm and well-organized and the voting process was
assessed overwhelmingly positively by IEOM observers, with only a few
procedural problems noted. The vote count and tabulation were assessed
positively overall.

The OSCE PA observers worked closely with delegations from the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the European Parliament, as
well as the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.

• Photos from the mission available here.

• Post-Election Press Conference recording here.

Election Observation 2024
Moldova, Presidential Election
20 October 2024

https://www.oscepa.org/en/documents/election-observation/election-observation-statements/moldova/statements-16/5094-2024-presidential-2/file
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oscepa/albums/72177720321275415/
https://youtu.be/8a82UqkvvuE
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Election Observation 2024
Moldova, Presidential Election
20 October 2024
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While voters were offered a choice between 18 candidate lists and
candidates could generally campaign freely, Georgia’s parliamentary elections
were marred by entrenched polarization and concerns over recently adopted
legislation and its impact on fundamental freedoms and civil society, as well as
highly divisive campaign rhetoric and widespread reports of pressure on voters,
international observers said in a statement. This, coupled with extensive tracking
of voters on election day, raised concerns about the ability of some voters to cast
their vote without fear of retribution.

The legal framework provides an adequate basis for democratic elections, but
recent frequent amendments marked a step backwards, raising concerns over its
potential use for political gain. Preparations for the elections were well-
administered, including extensive voter education on the use of new voting
technologies. A significant imbalance in financial resources and advantage of
incumbency contributed to an already uneven playing field. Effectiveness of
campaign finance oversight was undermined by limited enforcement, and
concerns over the impartiality and political instrumentalization of the oversight
body. The polarized media environment and instrumentalization of private
outlets for political propaganda affected impartial news coverage, hindering
voters’ ability to make an informed choice.

Election day was generally procedurally well-organized and administered in an
orderly manner but marked by a tense environment, with frequent compromises
in vote secrecy and several procedural inconsistencies, as well as reports of
intimidation and pressure on voters that negatively impacted public trust in the
process.

The OSCE PA observers worked closely with delegations from the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe, the European Parliament, the NATO
Parliamentary Assembly as well as the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights.

Election Observation 2024
Georgia, Parliamentary Elections
26 October 2024

• Photos from the mission available here.

• Post-Election Press Conference recording here.

https://www.oscepa.org/en/documents/election-observation/election-observation-statements/georgia/statements-11/5100-2024-parliamentary-2/file
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oscepa/albums/72177720321433986/
https://www.youtube.com/live/RL1zWuebH3c?si=cAl9QHzUehveuTzl
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Election Observation 2024
Georgia, Parliamentary Elections
26 October 2024
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The parliamentary elections took place amid ongoing reforms, including
amendments to the Constitution, but the political environment remained
constrained, not providing voters with a genuine choice, international observers
said in a statement. Despite the ongoing reforms, fundamental freedoms remain
disproportionally limited both by legislation and in practice.

While the electoral framework has gradually evolved, and elections were
technically well-prepared, significant challenges in meeting international
standards for democratic elections persist in such areas as political party
registration, the right to stand, campaign finance transparency, citizen
observation, and the publication of polling station results.

Fundamental freedoms of association, peaceful assembly and expression remain
disproportionately limited both by legislation and in practice.

Positively, women were well represented among candidates and in election
administration.

All five registered political parties were able to campaign freely and with legally
enforced equal conditions, but their campaigns were low-key and devoid of real
challenges to the policies of the ruling party or to each other.

Media coverage was limited by restrictions on free expression, resulting in
minimal access for voters to diverse viewpoints.

Election day was calm and orderly but negatively affected by numerous cases of
identified violations, malfeasance, and procedural and technical problems.
Important safeguards were repeatedly disregarded during voting, counting, and
tabulation, challenging the integrity of the process and undermining transparency.

The OSCE PA observers worked closely with a delegation from the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.

Election Observation 2024
Uzbekistan, Parliamentary 
Elections - 27 October 2024

• Photos from the mission available here.

• Post-Election Press Conference recording here.

https://www.oscepa.org/en/documents/election-observation/election-observation-statements/uzbekistan/statements-31/5102-2024-parliamentary-4/file
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oscepa/albums/72177720321466538/
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/uzbekistan/573727
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Election Observation 2024
Uzbekistan, Parliamentary Elections
27 October 2024
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The second round of Moldova’s presidential election was administered
efficiently and professionally, and offered voters a choice between genuine
political alternatives, international observers said in a statement. Candidates
were able to campaign freely, but the quiet, ten-day campaign was marked by
an increase in negative rhetoric from across the political spectrum targeting
both contestants, often spread through online social networks. The challenges
posed by foreign interference and vote-buying continued to reverberate
during the run-off campaign.

The incumbent continued to benefit from the misuse of administrative
resources, albeit being significantly less widespread than in the first round, and
from unbalanced media coverage. This did not provide equal opportunities for
both contestants.

The application of general campaign regulations to the short second round
period resulted in conflicting provisions and ambiguities, limiting the
effectiveness of legal remedies and campaign opportunities.

Further, overly burdensome financial reporting requirements combined with
limited disclosure impacted the transparency of campaign finances for the
second round.

Election day was generally calm and well-organized, and the voting process
was assessed overwhelmingly positively by the observers, with only a few
procedural problems noted. The vote count and tabulation were assessed
positively overall.

The OSCE PA observers worked closely with delegations from the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the European Parliament, as
well as the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.

Election Observation 2024
Moldova, Presidential Election 
2nd round – 3 November 2024

• Photos from the mission available here.

• Post-Election Press Conference recording here.

https://www.oscepa.org/en/documents/election-observation/election-observation-statements/moldova/statements-16/5107-2024-presidential-second-round-eng/file
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oscepa/albums/72177720321275415/
https://www.youtube.com/live/7DZIXDHl-2s?si=1mV6fJYW_dEzQ9g7
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Election Observation 2024
Moldova, Presidential Election 2nd round
3 November 2024
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Engagement was high across the political spectrum in the elections, underscoring
the resilience of the country’s democratic institutions. The presidential vote was
highly competitive, but the campaign was marked by deep polarization and harsh
and confrontational rhetoric, while public trust was undermined by disinformation
campaigns and political violence, international observers said in a statement.

The campaign was marked by disinformation and instances of violence, including
harsh and intolerant language against women and immigrants by one candidate.
Repeated unfounded claims about election fraud negatively impacted the public
trust. Substantial efforts were undertaken to ensure election integrity and security,
and election officials conducted their duties professionally despite numerous
threats against them.

Women remain significantly under-represented as candidates and in high elected
office. Certain segments of the U.S. citizenry remain disenfranchised despite prior
ODIHR recommendations, and voter registration and identification remain
politically charged issues.

Record-high spending in these elections amplified concerns over unregulated
financial contributions and disproportionate advantage for candidates with
extensive funding.

Media coverage was extensive and vibrant but largely paralleled the partisan
political divide, which, along with instances of hostile rhetoric toward journalists,
eroded trust in the media.

Election day was well managed, and polling took place in a peaceful and orderly
atmosphere where observed.

The OSCE PA observers worked closely with a delegation from the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights.

Election Observation 2024
United States of America
Presidential and Parliamentary 
Elections - 5 November 2024

• Photos from the mission available here.

• Post-Election Press Conference recording here.

https://www.oscepa.org/en/documents/election-observation/election-observation-statements/united-states-of-america/statements-27/5110-2024-general/file
https://www.flickr.com/photos/oscepa/albums/72177720321658777/
https://youtu.be/RHJPdu9bUok
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Election Observation 2024
United States of America, Parliamentary and 
Presidential Elections -5 November 2024
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Election Observation 2024
United States of America, Parliamentary and 
Presidential Elections -5 November 2024



OSCE PA and Election Observation
32 years in action
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The International Secretariat of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly
Tordenskjoldsgade 1

1055 Copenhagen K, Denmark
Tel: +45 33 37 80 40

www.oscepa.org
osce@oscepa.dk
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