OSCE PA Annual Session, Vancouver, 30 June 2023
Report by Mr Pascal Allizard, 
Vice-President and Special Representative for Mediterranean Affairs 

Madam Chairperson, 
Dear colleagues,
Mr Secretary General, 
I am sorry not being able to join you all in person in Vancouver, due to my duty as Rapporteur of the defence bill currently beong debated in our Parliament for the French Senate’s Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Armed forces.
I however wanted to report to you in writing on my mission as Special Representative at a particularly crucial time for stability, security and cooperation in the Mediterranean: almost one year and a half after the start of the war in Ukraine, the entire Mediterranean region is suffering serious consequences, which are primarily affecting our partner countries. Let me remind you that there are six of them: Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Israel (represented in our Assembly, I would like to stress, by the Knesset and the Palestinian National Council) and Jordan.
The Mediterranean was the subject of several exchanges that I had in Vienna, during our winter session last February, with the ambassadors, permanent representatives of Israel and Egypt, and the parliamentary delegations of Morocco and Algeria. I also tried to maintain contacts and pass on messages to the representatives of Jordan and Tunisia, the latter country being currently affected by a deep democratic, economic and social crisis.  
Our exchanges were rich. I reported to you at the Standing Committee meeting in Vienna, stressing the obvious reasons why we should not lose interest in the Mediterranean: geographical proximity and economic issues, but also, and above all, security problems. These are of course exacerbated by the war waged by Russia in Ukraine, which only increases the factors of tension that were already discernible beforehand, and to which I drew your attention at our Bureau meeting in Copenhagen last year.
I have constantly called, again recently in Vienna, for a common strategy and a long-term vision, beyond the urgent and worrying consequences of the war in Ukraine. 
 
The war in Ukraine is generating instability, leading to militarisation in the region - whether by states, terrorist groups, militias or private groups (e.g. Wagner) - and causing major population movements. A poorly managed incident could lead to the worst.  And today the worst-case scenario is not just a figment of the imagination.
The eastern parts of Europe and the Mediterranean are obviously affected by the economic collateral damage of the war. Inflation has a strong impact on the economies and daily lives of the people around the Mediterranean. 
Food security is thus a major concern for Mediterranean countries, which are customers of Russian or Ukrainian wheat. The situations of Egypt and Tunisia, in particular, are of the greatest concern. We must help them to cope with the food crisis.
There is an urgent need to act to address these common challenges. No one person has the solution to these intertwined problems, so cooperation is not an option but a necessity. This is the raison d'être of the OSCE, and of our Assembly in particular. This is the role of parliamentary diplomacy that we embody. It is in this spirit that I have been preparing the next Mediterranean Forum to be held this year, if possible, at our autumn session, an opportunity for all of us to lead a dialogue with our partners.
I extend my warmest greetings to our colleagues the delegation from our Mediterranean partner countries present in Vancouver, Algeria and Morrocco.
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